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After NEP, Siddaramaiah govt
set to Jllllk NITI Aayog indices

‘High-powered committee to
study regional imbalances’

BENGALURU, DHNS

fter having decided to
scrap the National Ed-
cation Policy (NEP)

in Karnataka, the Siddara-
maiah-led Congress govern-
ment is set to junk one more
import of the previous BJP
regime: the NITI Aayog indica-
torstomeasure backwardness.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has announced that a
new high-power committee
willbe formed to study region-

v

al imbalances in terms of de-
velopment,

The new committee will
succeed the one headed by
economist DM Nanjundappa,
whose 2002 report formedthe
basisof enormous government
spending to fight regional
backwardness.

According to sources in the
chief minister’s office (CMO),
the new committee will be
asked to “assess the impact of
development measures since
the Nanjundappa report and

CMO SOURCE

‘ The new committee

will be asked to
assess the impact of de-
velopment measures since
the Nanjundappa report
and evolve new criteria
for regional under-devel-
opment.

evolve new criteria for regional
under-development.” The new
criteria will effectively replace
the NITI Aayog indicators that
was adopted by the Basavaraj
Bommai-led BJP government.

In its 2002 report, the Nan-
jundappa committee had
used 35 indicators covering
agriculture, industry, trade &
finance, economic & social in-
frastructure and populationto
identify 114 out of 175 taluks as

backward. Thisincluded most
backward (39), more back-
ward (40) and backward (35)
taluks.

The Nanjundappa Commit-
tee had recommended a Spe-
cial Development Plan (SDP)
with a total investment of Rs
31,000 crore over an 8-year
period. The SDPwas launched
in 2007 and slated to be com-
pleted in 2014-15. However, it
was extended. Between 2007
and 2023, the government has
spent Rs 32,433 crore against
an allocation of Rs 46,453
crore.

In 2022, the BJP govern-
ment decided to replace the
Nanjundappa Committee’s
indicatorswithonesdeveloped
by the NITI Aayog for an ‘as-
pirational taluks’ programme.
The NITI Aayog hasidentified

49dwclupmentparamettmn
five broad categories: health
and nutrition, education, ag-
riculture and water resources,
financial inclusion and skill
development and basic infra-
structure.

For this, Bommai had ear-
marked Rs 3,000 crore to
improve education in 93 ta-
luks, healthcare in 100 taluks
and fight malnutrition in 102
taluks. Siddaramaiah also
kept Rs 3,000 crore for *aspi-
rational taluks’ in his 2023-24
budget.

After coming to power, the
Congress decided to rollback
NEP in Karnataka. It also de-
cided to withdraw laws regu-
lating religious conversion and
liberalising agricultural trad-
ing,introduced by the previous
BJP government.
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Punish the inhuman
teachers

anua]l Scavenging was banned 30 yearsago but the
practice continues to thisday. The latest incident of
-V K manual scavenging has been reported from Kolar
districtin Karnataka, where a group of students from Class
7 to 9 were forced by the authorities of Morarii Desai Res-
idential School in Malur to clean a septic tank, reportedly
as punishment. The incident came to light when a video
of it was circulated on social media. Manual scavenging
has been associated with the caste system with the ‘lower
castes’ coerced into it. It was no different in Kolar where all
the children belonged to the SC community.
Schools are supposed to impart to students not only the

knowiedge contained in textbooks but alsoideasof equality,

dignity, mutual respect and love. The teachers who forced
the students to do the dirty work violated the basic creed of
their profession. The principal and a teacher, along with a
fewothers, have been arrested under the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.
All those involved, including some who are absconding,
should be punished for the crime. They violated basic hu-
man rights and dignity. The mental and physical trauma
that the children had to undergo can easily be imagined.
The children should not only be
counselled, but should also be fi- =
nancially compensated, with the £ Lt
amount being deducted from the
salaries of the teachers involved.
Unless strong deterrent action is
taken, such atrocities against the
marginalised sections will con-
tinue.,

The government should take
the initiative to ensure that such
degrading actionsdonot take placeinanyschool. Thereisa
special responsibility for the government and the school au-
thorities to ensure the bestliving and learning environment
in all residential schools because the students are away from
their homes and families. There should be an effective sys-
tem of superintendence and monitoring of the functioning
of all such schools. Discrimination and ill-treatment of SC
and ST students take place in other schools, too. Last year,
the headmistress of aschool near Erode in Tamil Nadu was
suspended for making SC students clean the scho?l toilet.
There were complaints that students in N ashik’s tribal
schools were also made to clean toilets. Unfortunately, Fhe
authorities and teachers in many schools need education

and lessons in humanity.
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VTU Signs MoU with Medini Tech

to set up Centres of Excellence in
Kalaburagi, Bengaluru, Dandeli

LY

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

v

Visvesvaraya Technological
University (VTU) has signed
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Medini
Technologies, a private IT
company, to establish
Centres of Excellence at its
Regional Centres in Kalabu-
ragi and Bengaluru and at
the VTU National Academy
for Skill Development at
Dandeli.

. It has also renewed the
MoU for such centres at the
post—graduation and skill de-
velopment centre at Talakal
and for software support
from Medini Technologies

for core engineering depart-
ments of VTU afhliated

institutions. '
' These initiatives are ex-
pected to bridge the gap
between theoretical know-

;
.

VTU Vice-Chancellor Vidyashankar C. with signatories during the
signing of an MoU with Medini Technologies in Belagavi on

Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ledge and practical applica-
tion, creating a dynamic
platform for skill develop-
ment, joint research and
knowledge exchange.

The MoU was signed here
on Wednesday in the pre-
sence of Vice Chancellor Vi-
dyashankar C., Registrar

Rangaswamy B.E., Director,
Skill Development, Sandhya
R. Anvekar, Special Officer
Baswarajappa Y.H., founder-
Managing Director Pradeep
Kallur and design engineer
Nijagunaswamy
Neglurmath.

Dr. Vidyashankar said

AR ?,
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that it is a pivotal initiative
poised to enhance work-
force capabilities. This col-
laborative agreement un-
derscores a joint
commitment to fostering
learning environments and
equipping individuals with
essential skills for a dynamic
job market. It signifies a
strategic partnership aimed
at empowering communi-
ties and driving socio-eco-
nomic growth.

Mr. Kallur said that the
centre is a dedicated hub for
academic excellence and
professional development.
This initiative is designed to
provide students with unpa-
ralleled resources, mentor-
ship and opportunities, fos-
tering an environment that
nurtures learning, innova-
tion and the honing of skills |
essential for future success,
according to a release.
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Rural Develbpment Minister Priyank Kharge and
Convocation programme of Prof PS Choudhary A
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Medical Education Minister Dr S

harana Prakash Patil inaugurates
ded Industrial Training [nstitute on Wednesday | EXPRESS

Slovakia seeking 2,000 ITI graduates

highlights val

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Kalaburagl

SLOVAKIA, a European coun-
try, requesting to send 2,000
trained ITI graduates shows
that skill-based education 1s
gaining importance these
days, said Minister for Medi-
cal Education Dr Sharana Pra-
kash Patil, who is also minis-
ter for skill development, here
on Wednesday.

Inaugurating the Convoca-
tion of Prof P S Choudhary
Aided Industrial Training In-
stitute of Adarsha Education-
al Society here, Patil said
Karnataka would be sending
200 ITI graduates including 20
from Kalaburagi district to
Slovakia after training. It 1S
the duty of the educational
institutions offering ITI, Di-
ploma and Engineering cours-
os and of the government to
train graduates and help
them get jobs later. The skill
development minister said he
and the Rural Development

Minister Privank Kharge
have discussed with the High-
er Education Minister M C
Sudhakar about providing ad-
ditional training to the gradu-

ates of these faculties.
Patil noted that there are

250 government ITIs, and 33
GTTC and KGDTI Institu-
tions in the state. The stu-
dents in these institutions
are being given technical and
skill training. The minister
informed that registration
for the Yuva Nidhi Scheme,
which is one of the 5 guaran-
tees of the Congress Govern-
ment, would be started on De-
cember 26 and the scheme
would be launched on Swami
Vivekananda’s birthday on
January 12.

Minister for Rural Develop-
ment Priyank Kharge, who
participated as the chief guest
in the programme, stressed
the need for using human re-
sources judiciously as it is the
asset of the country. He asked
the educational institutions to

ue of skill-based edu’

prepare youths as the ambas-
sadors of human resources.
He said there is a lot of de-
mand for trained technical hu-
man resources of the country,
especially of Karnataka. Dur-
ing his recent visit to Ameri-
ca, the entrepreneurs request-
ed him to provide skill
trainers. Priyank said there is
a proposal before the govern-
ment to start Skill Innovation
and Incubation Centre. A Skill
Advisory Committee has been
constituted for the effective
use of human resources as the
government aims to make
Karnataka the Skill Capital,
he said.

On the occasion, gold and
silver medals were presented
to students who secured the
highest marks in the institu-
tion. Kalaburagi-North MLLA
Kaneez Fatima, Kalabragi-
South MLA Allamaprabhu Pa-
til, MLV Tippannappa Kama-
knoor and Vijaykumar
Kalmankar were present in
the programme.




A gurukul for rural children
steeped in Gandhian values

Gandhi Grameen Gurukul Residential School at Hosaritt in Haverd district combines academic curriculum with life values taught by Mahatma Gandhi

Girish Pattanushetti
HUNBALLI

115 5 aum. on Wednesday, The wake up bell

for the inmates of Gandhl Grameen

Gurukul Residential School at Hosarid

iHaverd district in Karnataka) has already
been rung. Like other inmates of the Gurbkul,
Class VI students Ravl Lamand, Vigy Karennavar
and Yallappa Talawar have completed their daily
chores and are ready for the All Rellglon Prayer a
5.300a.m.

They have spechal duthes asslgned to them for
thie day. Ater praver, voga and bath, they have o
reach the kitchen as early as possible as ‘kitchen
duty” has been assigned to thelr "Vivekananda
House', Likewise the members of various houses
named after freedom fghters and eminent
personalities have been assigned varioos duties
including serving food, cleaning up premises and
other works.

AL A0 aom., the breakfast bell rings and
within a few minutes children ¢lad in khadi
uniforms wearing Gandhi caps assemble at the
‘Prasad Nilaya' (Dlnlng Hall) carrying their plates
and glasses. The desipnated kitchen volunteers
for the day quickly serve them breakfast and
nutrition drinks. Once evervone s served, they
recite shiokas in chorus, and bow down to
Mother Earth before Dseginning to eat,

After breakfast, they have tme il 945 a.m.,
and then they assemble again for schodl praver,
But Class X students like Lingaraja
Mahabalashettar, Maveengouda Pal, Karthik
Mathapatl, Balesh Dalawal have to attend special
classes,

A the prayer tme, the khadi clad students sing
patriotic songs, state and nathonal anthem,.
Chosen students take a minute each to speak
about a ople In each subject and languages.
Headlines of Kannada and English dailies are also
read aut, Students then hurrey o thelr classes as
they are reminded that only 95 days are
remaining for the S5LC examination.

Offbeat classes
Thebr classes, however, are very dilferent from
how they are in normal schools, Every week they
sprend five to six hours in the khadi section,
vegetable gurden, cattle shed and
farmland spread over 32 aere campus of the
Curukul, which is the lone school in entive
Rarmartaka, which lmparts and practices
Gandhinn ideas and values

I thils unigue school, the students of class ¥ o
X lisarm thee lessans of life through Tarming, dulry
farming, spinning, weaving, experimenting alomg
wiith studylng the prescribed currculum,
Imiparting education based on Gandhian values
was the dream the Gandhian, Congressman and
legistator Halliker! Gudleppa

Located on the banks of Varada river, ata
distance of 28 kms from district headguarter
Hawerd, Hosarittl was a source of insplration for
[reedom Aghters from early days of the freedom
struggle. Insplred by Mahatma Gandhi, Gudleppa
had established "Gandhi Ashrama® in his natve
place way back in 1928, And during 1942 Qult
[ndia Movement, it was in Hosaritt that freedom
fighter Mahudeva Maikir and two others were
gunied down by the Bridsh durlng a protes.

Gudleppa, who strived hard to spread the
Crardhian values through his Ashiram in Hosarko,
was pert of Dandi March, nonscooperation
mavernent and consequently spent several years
behind bars. Also known as “lron Man of
Karmataka', he went on to become member of
Mysore State Legislative Councll. 1t was during his
G0 birthday celebrations that he announced to
donate the amount he recebved as gift for the
establishment of a Gurukul founded on Gandhian
principles. He later went around the country
visiting noted institutions to know the best
educational practices sultable for rural students
and with the help of Ma. Gu. Handral who wis
tralned in “Varada Ashrima®, he got a speclal
project prepared, which however took few years

P el gl
The bust of freedom fighter
Gudleppa Halliker at the
entrance of the school.

to get the government approval.

Som Talfills Father's dream
It weis after his demise that it finally took shape
through the efforts of his sen and doctor Dy
Deenabandhu Hallikerd and 1ke minded persons
like Gopanna Kulkarnd and Viranna Chakkl of
Hosirieth, Basavanneppa Gourlmand of Chuarir
and Chittaranjan Kalkot of Koradur on Gandhi's
labrth annbeersary i the vear 1984 with the state
government sanctioning required grant-in-akd.

“Gudleppa Hallikerl's dream of Gandhl
Gurukul finally materialised through the eforts of
his Bunily members and several like minded
persons and philanthropists,” says M.,
Goudanmanavar, the headmaster of the Gandhi
Grameen Gurkul

Viranna Chakkl, who is one among the two
surviving founding trustees, ks still committed o
the cause and frequently travels from Hubballi mo
Howsarattl to be part of the Gurlal ' activities,
Post the demise of Dr. Deetibandhu, Gudleppa's
anather son Rajendra Prasad Hallikerd s
offickiting as Chadrman, while Gudleppa's
grandson Dr. Gudlesh, localives Dr, Glrish
Ankalkoti, Shambunna Arall are the rustees.

“Or o jective was clesar, we wanted the best
Gandhiban valuwed based education inparted to
the rural students who are deprived of the
opportunites. We affered i free of cost inltially
with the grants from government and generous
donatlons from philanthroplsts, We cater o
students from variows districts across the North
Karnataka region”, sakd Viranna Chakki.

Dwindling resources

However over a perbed of tme, Sri Gudleppa
Hallikeri Smaraka Pratshtana, which runs the
Guruhul i= fnding it difficult to run the rural

1!‘ Jf!
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residential sehool due to dwindling resources.
The Gurukul which had 29 teaching and non
tepching staff appolnted on permanent bazis is
now left with hardly fve permanent stail. The
@rant for food and cloth per student has
remained the same despite requests for hike.

The Gurukul has a sanctioned strength of 240
students with a maximum intake of 40 students
for each class from class Vo X

“We are managing somehow by mobilising
funds through our contacts, Milk produced
through dairy farming and vegerables grown in
the Gurukul are of great help. In the recent years
we were forced to seek help from parents as we
have to pay for the stall and 24 sanctioned posis
remiiin still vacant,” Dr. Gudlesh said.

Help from alumni

According to Dr. Gudlesh, many among the 1,300
alumni of the Gurukul have extended a helping
hand. In fact some among the stall are alumnd of
the Gurukul ke warden Subhash Patll have

f +

The Gandhi Grameen Gurukul Residential Schoal at
Hosaritth

continued to work in the Gurukul on temporary
basts.

“We know what the situation is and what we
have learnt from the Institution. We are doing our
it and there are many among the alumni who
came back with plans 1o help our alma mater,” he
sald.

Thanks to thelr generous cantribution and
other philanthropists, the Gurukul his now seen
tmiprovement in infrascructure in the last few
years including having smart classrooms, But still
it needs mare support,

In ehwe last few years, the Trusiees have made
umpteen pheas to the government authorities
seeking approval for filling up posts a8 i was
granted approval as a special school and increase
In grants per student on par with the grant given
to other residential schooks, which actually were
miodelled on the Gandhi Gurukul. A recent
mieeting with Minister for School Education
Madhu Bangarappa has raised thelr hopes for an
early soluthon o the kng pending issue.
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AL FEATURES IN
GOOGLEMAPSTO
ENHANCE ACCURACY

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhl

ECHNOLOGY giant
Google has intro-
duced a range of Al-
based features in its
Google Maps to en-
hance user-friendli-
ness and accuracy.
The company said that these
innovations leverage artificial
intelligence (AI) to scale solu-
tions, meeting the diverse and
complex needs of a country

“like India. These features in-

clude address descriptors, ena-
bling users to easily locate plac-

ADDRESS DESCRIPTORS

es based on landmarks. The
Lens in Maps feature allows us-
ers to gain a better understand-
ing of their surroundings by
simply pointing the camera
down a street. Starting next
year, Google users will have ac-
cess to a fuel-efficient routing
feature for both four-wheelers
and two-wheelers, providing
more sustainable transporta-
tion alternatives. Additionally,
Google has launched the Where
Is My Train app to assist in
navigating intercity train
journeys.

“Al has accelerated our abil-

LENS INMAPS

China on Thursday banned the export of the
technology used to extract and separate
strateglc metals, Reuters reported. Ching s
the world's leading producer of rare earths
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plexity of a country like India.
As we look to the future of
Google Maps, we're committed
to building a map that helps
people go from knowing about
a place to truly experiencing it.
We're also focused on catering
to India’s diverse mobility
needs, from sustainable jour-
neys to public transport,” said
Miriam Karthika Daniel, Vice
President of Google Maps
Experiences.

The company has collaborat-
ed with ONDC and Namma
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Yatri to offer a more digitized
public transport experience ac-
cessible to all users.

WHERE ISMY TRAIN
The Where Is My Train app, used

FUEL-EFFICIENT ROUTING FEATURE
By January of next year, users across the country will

LIVE VIEW WALKING NAVIGATION

Designed to enhance users' To assist Individuals who prefer i

understanding of thelr surroundings, the
Lens in Maps feature allows users to |
' point their camera down a streetand |
! instantly view helpful information r
about nearby restaurants and cafes,
including details such as opening hours,
ratings, reviews, and photos. The feature
will launch In 15 citles across the country
by January 2024, starting with Androld.

This feature assists users ineasily
finding locations based on landmarks. |
When dropping a pin in Maps to share

a location, Google Maps, utilizing

machine leamning signals, will
automatically identify up to five of
the most relevant landmarks and
display the landmark references. The
feature Is set to roll out to users
natlonwide early next year.

walking, Live View Walking Navigation | be able to access the fuel-efficient routing feature for
Is now available in Indla. Arrows, | both four-wheelers and two-wheelers. By applying Al
directions, and distance markers are to understand real-time traffic data, road elevation,
overlald on the Maps screen, helping and the vehicle's engine type, Google Maps will
users quickly determine which way to Identify routes that minimize fuel consumption and
head. Live View walking emissions. Since Its l[aunch in other countries from
navigation Is being Introduced In over October 2021 through September 2023, this feature
3,000 citles and towns across the Is estimated to have helped prevent more than 2.4
natlon, starting with Android. million metric tons of CO2e emissions globally.

by over 80 million people every
month to navigate intercity
train journeys, now covers
Mumbal and Kolkata Local
Tralns. The app provides real-
time train locatlons, schematic
maps, platform numbers, and
more, with additional city
coverage coming soon.




Demand for h1 tech c1ty in K’buragi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
s

KALYANA Nadu Vikasa
Vedike has urged the govern-
ment to establish a High-Tech
City or IT city with the help of
the IT-BT department in a
sprawling 100 acres of land
near Kalaburagi Airport.

A delegation of Vedike un-
der the leadershlp of its State
unit President Muttanna Nad-
ageri met the Rural Develop-
ment Minister Priyank
Kharge. who is also the IT &
BT Minister, in Kalaburagi
and submitted a memoran-
dum. The Vedike has alleged
that successive governments
have neglected the Kalyana
Karnataka Region time and

should follow other states in
creating tier-2 cities for the de-
centralization of industries so
that industrialists can invest
in the Kalyana Karnataka Re-
gion, especially in Kalaburagi,
and start their units. The gov-
ernment should encourage
companies like TCS, Infosys,
Wipro, and Biocon to open
Kalyana Nadu Vikas Vedike president their branches in Kalaburagi
Muttanna Nadageri submits @ memo- by providing all necessary in-
randum to Minister Priyank Kharge frastructure facilities. It is pos-
sible only if the government
again. As Priyank Kharge 1s a establishes a High-Tech city
development-orlented leader, here, Muttanna observed.
he should wipe off disparity District unit President of
and raise Kalaburagi on par the Vedike Babu Madankar,
with other developed districts organizers Avinash Kapanur,
industrially, they urged. Jai Bhim Malage, Mohan Sa-
Muttanna said in the memo-  8ar, and others were there in
~andum that the government  the delegation.
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After two Covid deaths, BBMP

totest1,5

Says those without comorbid
conditions need not panic

v

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENCALURU, DHNS

he Bruhat Bengaluru

Mahanagara Palike

(BBMP) has decided to
ramp up Covid-19 tests in the
city following the death of two
people to the disease.

The state government re-
portedly set 1,500 tests a day
both in the BBMP limits and
in Bengaluru Urban, which
would be daunting since those
who tested positive have only
reported minor symptoms.

The latest data shared by
private hospitals with the civ-
1c body shows 59 people have
tested positive for Covid-19
berween December1and19.

In the last four days, more
people have contracted the
sub-variant of the novel coro-
navirus, possibly due to in-
creased testing in private labs
and hospitals. The BBMP is
currently testing 350 to 400
people a day.

“As we test more people in
the days to come, the number
of Covid-19 cases will eventu-
allv rise. Thereis, however, no
need to panic as long as the
patient does not have any co-
morbid conditions.

“As per the reports we re-
ceived from hospitals, the
severity among patients has
been mild.” Bala Sundar,
Chief Health Officer (Public
Health), BBMP, told DH.

So far, the BBMP has re-

PO J two “L-'L‘-QF'ETL"E{:.‘J Con 'ld-lg

deaths, one ata private hospi-
tal on Race Course Road and
the otherin Hebbal.

Health officials said two
more are currently being
treated in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) at private hospi-
tals as they have comorbid
conditions.

Operational readiness
On Wednésday, the BBMP
heldits firstmeeting toensure
operational readiness of all
healthcare facilities to handle
any possible Covid surge.

B Reddy Shankar Babu,
Special Commissioner
(Health), BBMP, said 450 lab
technicians, 350 qualified doc-
tors, 2,000 oxygen concen-
trators and other equipment
are ready to tackle any tasks
assigned by the government,
including testing suspected
patients.

‘RAT free of cost’

“We want to do 1,500 rapid
antigen tests (RAT) on a daily
basis, and it will be free of cost.
But we do not know whether
people who have mild symp-
toms will bewilling totake the
test. That'sthe concern,” Babu
said, adding that the tests will
be donein 144 health centers
and 242 Namma clinics across
the city.

“There is no immediate
plan to undertake random
testing of people in crowded
places, including inter-state
passengers,” Babusaid.

people a

'Passengers mask up atthe KSR }alway station

. o
e, Pa

on Wednesday. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

espite the absence of a
Dnntab!e surge in Covid

cases, private hospitals
in the city are taking pre-emp-
tive measures to address and
manage viral infections.

Whileafewpatientsare pre-
senting symptoms resembling
Influenza-Like Tlinesses (ILI),
the overall situation remains
controlled.

Dr Govindaiah Yatheesh,
president of PHANA (Private
Hospitals and Nursing Homes
Association), stated thathospi-
tals continue toadhere tostan-
dard precautionary measures.

“Previously, there were no
cases. Recently, we are encoun-
tering one or two Covid cases
weekly,” he mentioned, stress-
ing that the existing scenario
does not warrant opening of
Covid wards. +

He explained that given the
widespread vaccination COVer-
age and exposure to the virus

through various Covid waves,
people may possess antibod-
1es, turning the infection into
a milder manifestation akin
to a common cold, cough, or
fever.

“Ttwill be justlike any other
cold, cough or fever., Till now,
we have not seen any
patients’ condition
worsen or pa-
tients who need
to be admitred to
the ICU. There is
NO surge In cases;
one Or two cases

r ——
g I

day

__ Numbers sofar

Date Covid-19 cases
pec1s 17
Dec 18 : 13-

Dec 17 04
Dec 16 05
E Dec 1-‘5-_#_ Di

Battie-ready: Pvt hospitals well
equipped to tackle potential surge

Aster CMIHospital, said mask-
Ing is a primary preventive
measure. “Regardless ofthe flu
panel testing for various virus-
es, including HINI, Influenza.
and Covid, treatment remains
symptom-based,” he said.
Dr Ravindra Mehta. Found-
er-Director of VAAYU
. Chest and Sleep Cen-
- tre and Head of the
%4 @\ Department of
Pulmonology at
Apollo Hospitals,
Bengaluru, noted

b owo thatalthoughthereis
&l‘_t‘-‘dmfklmg In,” he no distinctive advisory
said. hay ?]T] Private hospitals. they

< ethe necessary i truc-
Symptom severity mreanquuipmey bl
Several private hospitals have

established respiratory triage
units within their emergency
rooms, complete withanisola-
tion room for patients exhibit-
ing Covid symptoms. Testingis
conducted based on symptom
severity.

Dr Shailesh Shetty, emer-
gency medical consultant at

ntfortesting
and treatment. N

| Itappgarstobeamildinfec-
ton-causing variant sothereis
in{:a T€ason to panic. However.
‘.ﬂi:ll]ew of the past experience
‘the nature of Covid-19
8€aAring up on the four ahpt:r_‘l:.
— Prevention), infraﬁlrumuru.

Eestmg,tf*eatment —isthe way
Oorward,” he said.
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As JN.1 emerges as variant of interest,
time to evaluate preparedness

The additional global public health risk posed by IN.I is evaluated as low. But with the onset of winter in the Northern Hemisphere, N could

increase the burden of respiratory infections. Nations would do well to prepare ahead for a possible cascade of respiratory infections

CVID-19 has appeared on the

radar again, nearly a vear and a

half after the world relaxed and

watched the progress of the
virus from a distance, The identification
of a sub variant - JN.1 — has sparked fresh
interest in the epidemiological world, and
has sounded the need for cautdon. The
World Health Organisation, has decided,
due to its rapid spread, to classily the
varkant N1 as a separate variant of
Interest (VOI) from the parent lineage
BA.2.86. It was previously classified as
VOl as part of BA.2.86 sublineages,

As per WHO's updated definition of a
VOI, It would be a SARS-CoV-2 variant
with genetic changes that are predicted or
known to affect virus characteristics such
as transmissibility, virulence, antibody
evasion, susceptibility to therapeutics and
detectability. It has also been identified to
have a growth advantage over other
circulating variants in more than one
WHO region with increasing relative
prevalence alongside increasing number
of cases over time, or other apparent
epidemiological impacts to suggest an
emerging risk to global public health.

The WHO also says that based on
currently available evidence, the
additional global public health risk posed
by JN.1 is currently evaluated as low.
Despite this, with the onset of winter in
the Northern Hemisphere, JN.1 could
increase the burden of respiratory
infections in many countries, Nations
would do well to prepare ahead for a
possible cascade of respiratory infections,
and treat them effectively, preventing
severe disease and death.

The WHO added that it would continue
to monitor the JN.1 variant and assess the
situation, modilying advice as and when
required. Maria Van Kerkhove, infectious
disease epidemiologist who serves as the
technical lead for COVID-19 response at
the WHO, earlier explained that JN.1, a
sublineage of the BA.2.86 series, is
capable of the full spectrum, from
asymptomatic disease to severe disease o
death, similar to Omicron variants. Some
countries have sounded the alert for
people to wear masks in crowded and
public areas, including Singapore and
India. While it was first detected in the
United States in September 2023, China
detected seven infections of the particular
sub-variant on December 15, as per a
Reuters report.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention in the US has been tracking
this strain since August 2023, Ina
statement, the CDC said: “The continueed
growth of JN.1 suggests that it is either
more transmissible or better at evading
our immune systems. At this time, there is
no evidence that JN.1 presents an
increased risk to public health relative

Thia JN.1 variant i likely more transmissible or able to evade our immune systems. GETTY IMAGES

other currently circulating variants.” They
also added that there was no indication of
increased severity from JN.1 at this time.
Significantly, the CDC said that updated
COVID-19 vaccines are expected (o
increase protection against JN.1 as they do
for the other variants. “As noted
in previous updates, COVID-19 tests and
treatments are expected to be effective
against JN.L

Cases in India

In India, things have moved on since the
first case of JN.1 was detected in Kerala,
earlier this week. Admitting that India has
registered a rise in the daily COVID-19
positivity rate in some States, including
Kerala, Maharashtra, [harkhand and
Karnataka, the Union Health Ministry on
Wednesday, while issuing an alert, said
that no clusters had been reported in the
new JN.1 variant of the SARS-CoV-2
coronavirus.

“The variant is currently under intense
scientific scrutiny but not a cause of
immediate concern. All JN.1 cases were
found to be mild and all of them have
recovered without any complications,”
Ministry sources added. NITI Aayog

o»

The variant is under intense scrutin
but not a cause of immediate concern.
Al N cases were found to be mild
and all of them recovered without
complications

Member (Health) V.K. Paul said that India
has detected 21 cases of the JN.1
sub-variant JN.1, and between 91% and
92% of those infected are comfortable
with home-based treatment.

“Nineteen cases of COVID-19
sub-variant JN.1 have been traced in Goa,
and one each in Kerala and Maharashira.
Over the past two weeks, 16 deaths
related to COVID-19 were recorded, with
many of the deceased having serious
co-motbidities,” Dr. Paul added.

The debate is on in India, about
whether an additional dose of vaccination
is required now to protect against JN.1,
but most epidemiologists are agreed upon
that with good coverage (nearly 95%) of
two doses of the vaccine combined with

the immunity from natural infections will
stand the country in good stead if the N.1
were 10 progress from VOI 1o Variant of
Concern (VOC).

Evolving pathogens

All viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, change
over time. While most changes have little
(o no impact on the virus's properties, a
few changes can affect the way it spreads,
severity of disease, the impact of
vaccines, and effectiveness of therapeutic
strateghes.

Meanwhile, in the two years, in several
areas diagnostic technology has been
enhanced by artificial intelligence, such as
X-Rays with Al inputs, to aid in detection
Hopefully, these will be put 1o battle if
such a situation were to arise.

However, some changes may affect the
virus’s properties, such as how easily it
spreads, the associated disease severity,
or the performance of vaccines,
therapeutic medicines, diagnostic tools,
or other public health and social
measures. In Jume 2020, the WHO Virus
Evolution Working Group was established
with a specific focus on SARS-CoV-2
variants, their phenotype and their
impact on countermeasures. This later
became the Technical Advisory Group on
SARS-CoV-2 Virus Evolution. In late 2020,
the emergence of variants that posed an
increased risk to global public health
prompted WHO to characterise some as
variants of interest (VOIs) and variants of
concern (VOCs) in order to prioritise
global monitoring and research, and to
inform and adjust the COVID-19
response.,

A global concern is the availability of
good data and models from across the
world, proper sequencing of the viruses,
with nations mounting intense
surveillance. Dr. Van Kherkhove urged
countries to mount surveillance,
sequence the variants and share
information. Sharing of data is of crucial
importance, as the last three vears of the
pandemic showed. The WHO says
considerable progress has been made in
establishing and strengthening a global
system to detect signals of potential VOIs
or VOCs and rapidly assess the risk posed
by SARS-CoV-2 variants to public health.
“It rernains critical that these systems are
maintained, and data are shared,
according to good principles and in a
timely fashion, as SARS-CoV-2 continues
to circulate at high levels around the
world.”

The global health body also
recommends monitoring the spread of
SARS-CoV-2 in animal populations, and
chronically infected individuals, which
are crucial aspects of the global strategy
to reduce the occurrence of mutations
that have negative public health
implications.

(ramya_kannan@thehindu.coin)



WHO prequalifies a
malaria vaccine by
Serum Institute

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) on Thursday
added the R21/Matrix-M
malaria vaccine, deve-
loped by Oxford University
and manufactured by Se-
rum Institute of India, to its
list of prequalified vac-
cines. In October 2023, the
WHO had recommended
its use for the prevention of
malaria in children.

The R21 vaccine is the
second malaria vaccine
prequalified by the WHO.

“The prequalification
means larger access to vac-
cines as a key tool to pre-
vent malaria in children,
with it being a prerequisite
for vaccine procurement
by UNICEF and funding
support for deployment by
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,”
the WHO said in a state-
ment.

It added that both vac-
cines have been shown to
be safe and effective in clin-

The R21 vaccine is
the second malaria
vaccine prequalified
by the WHO

ical trials, for preventing
malaria in children.
Malaria, a mosquito-
borne disease, places a
particularly high burden
on children in the African
region, where nearly half a
million children die from
the disease each year. In
2022, there were an esti-
mated 249 million malaria
cases in the world, and
6,08,000 malaria deaths
across 85 countries.
Rogeério Gaspar, director
of WHO’s Department of
Regulation and Prequalifi-
cation, said: “Achieving
WHO vaccine prequalifica-
tion ensures that vaccines
used in global immunisa-
tion programmes are safe
and effective within their
conditions of use in the tar-
geted health systems.”



State to restart vaccination
drive if necessary; Cabinet
sub-committee to be set up

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah announced that Karnataka will not wait for Central supplies of
vaccine for COVID-19, and will procure it on its own

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka go-
I I lVEI'I‘I.l‘I']EI‘l[ will, if
necessary, restart

COVID-19 vaccination that
has almost come to a
standstill in the last eight
months.

Announcing this after a
meeting on Thursday with
members of the COVID-19
Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC) and officials,
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said although the
situation in Karnataka is
not alarming as of now, it is
the responsibility of all citi-
zens to follow precautions.

“Three persons have
died in Bengaluru since
December 15, and CO-
VID-19 was not the only
cause of death. They had
multiple  comorbidities,
and COVID-19 was an inci-
dental finding,” he said.

“I have given strict in-
structions to officials to en-
sure that the lapses that oc-
curred in the management
of COVID-A9 during the
previous government'’s re-
gime should not be repeat-
ed. Oxygen, ventilator
beds, and medical supplies
should be made available
based on requirement. The
Health and Medical Educa-
tion departments should
work in coordination to en-
sure that none of these are
lacking,” he said.

Asserting that Karnata-

Thursday. FTI

ka will not wait for Central
supplies of vaccine, the
Chief Minister said, “If ne-
cessary, we will take up a
vaccination drive to immu-
nise those who are still un-
vaccinated so that they are
protected from severe dis-
ease. Vaccination may not
prevent infection, but it
will protect the person
from getting a severe form
of the disease. If necessary,
Karnataka will procure
vaccine stocks on its own
without waiting for Central
supplies.”

Mr. Siddaramaiah said a
Cabinet sub-committee is
being set up to monitor the
COVID-19 situation in coor-
dination with the TAC. The
State Cabinet on Thursday
resolved to set up the
committee.

“This Cabinet sub-com-
mittee will look into pro-

r

curement of the necessary
requirements for combat-
ing the disease, and ensure
that there is no shortage.
The required funds will be
provided. It will also take a
call on whether vaccina-
tion should be provided
free of cost or at subsidised
rates,” he said. replying to
queries.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee will visit hospitals
once in two-three days,
and take timely decisions
as and when required for
proper management.

In the event of a surge
and if the situation de-
mands, dedicated hospi-
tals will be identified for
treatment of COVID-19 pa-
tients.

“These dedicated facili-
ties will be fully equipped
to admit, isolate, and treat
COVID-19 patients,” said

F N\

Schoolchildren wearing masks as a precaution d uring their visit tﬂ the Vidhana Soudha, in Ben galuru on
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the Chief Minister without
specifying whether private
hospitals will also be roped
in.

On private schools re-
portedly making masks
compulsory for students,
the Chief Minister said: “It
is good. The sub-commit-
tee will decide in this re-
gard too in the days to
come in consultation with
the TAC.”

Reiterating that CO-
VID-19 testing will be
ramped up in Karnataka,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said
5,000 tests (3,500 RTPCR
and 1,500 Rapid Antigen
Tests) will be conducted
across the State from Satur-
day.

“0Of these, 1,500 will be
in Bengaluru. Border dis-
tricts have been instructed
to conduct more tests,” he
said.
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‘Rating firms’ biases
raise developing
nations’ funding costs’

CEA moots urgent reforms in sovereign credit rating methodology, cites

India’s rating being static at BBB- despite economy’s rise to fifth largest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Advisor on Thursday

flagged the ‘opaque’
methodologies followed by
the world’s top sovereign
credit rating agencies in-
cluding Fitch, Moody’s and
Standard & Poor’s, which
significantly relied on qual-
itative variables to capture
countries’ ‘willingness to
pay’ while assigning sove-
reign ratings to countries
like India, thus raising their
borrowing costs.

Prefacing an essay titled
‘Understanding a sove-
reign’s willingness to pay
back: A review of credit
methodology ratings’,
Chief Economic Advisor V.
Anantha Nageswaran and
senior advisor Rajiv Mishra
observed that these ratings
“are binding constraints
for developing economies,
hindering their ability to
attract necessary funds”.

Mooting urgent reforms
in the credit rating system
to ensure ratings reflect a
developing economy’s true
willingness to pay, they
said this would enhance
developing countries’ abili-
ty to raise long-term finan-
cial resources by cutting
funding costs and support
their development goals.

Asserting that the stag-
nant nature of India’s sove-
reign ratings over the last
two decades had mostly

l ndia’s Chief Economic

Anantha Nageswaran

been a result of unmoving
perceptions about the
country’s governance and
institutional qualities, the
CEA said these were prox-
ied mostly by the World
Bank’s “Worldwide Gover-
nance Indicators’. Howev-
er, these indicators tended
to be non-transparent, per-
ception-based, and de-
rived from a small group of
experts, and could not re-
present a sovereign’s “wil-

lingness to pay”.

‘Non-trivial effect’

“Their effect on the ratings
is non-trivial since it im-
plies that to earn a credit
rating upgrade, developing
economies must demon-
strate progress along arbi-
trary indicators while si-
multaneously contending
with the discriminations
the ratings tend to carry,”
they contended. In con-
trast, rating firms were hes-
itant to downgrade high-
rated countries, typically

advanced economies, even
if their macroeconomic
fundamentals deteriorated
since they desired stability
in their assignments.
India’s rating had re-
mained static at BBB- dur-
ing the last 15 years, des-
pite the economy climbing
from the 12th largest in
2008, to the fifth largest in
2023, with the second-
highest growth rate during
the period among all the
comparator economies.
Thereby, any improvement
in macro-economic param-
eters may virtually count
for nothing, they averred.
The significant presence
of qualitative factors in rat-
ing methodologies gave
rise to bandwagon effects
and cognitive biases re-
flected in various studies,
generating concerns about
the credibility of ratings.
“From our quantitative
analysis, we find that over
half the credit rating is de-
termined by the qualitative
component,” they noted.
“Rating agencies play a
key role since their ratings
are taken to be a credible
metric of the credit risk as-
sociated with a sovereign.
The level of risk, in turn,
determines the risk premi-
ums a sovereign would be
expected to pay. There-
fore, one would expect
the... process to be based
on comprehensively deve-
loped criteria supported
by hard data,” they wrote.



Need to maintain

policy momentum

of G20 declaration

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 21 December

he momentum must be
I maintained on the pol-
icy guidance in the New
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration
(NDLD) at the G20 Summit
because it addresses multi-
year issues, a collection of
essays titled Re-examining
Narratives by the office of the
chief economic advisor has
said. It said the unanimous
adoption of the Declaration
marked a significant milestone
for the G20 as well as global
multilateralism.

Talking about India’s G20
presidency, the document,
released on Thursday, said it
put in place a clear, ambitious.,
and pragmatic agenda, ensur-
ing inclusivity and striving
towards breaking institutional
stlos, which elicited coopera-
tion from member countries
despite geopolitical  differ-
ences. It also said during
India’s presidency, the willing-
ness of governments to coop-
erate despite global contlicts in
the spirit of preserving multi-
lateralism and delivering time-
ly and effective solutions to
olobal problems became evi-
dent. “The consensus on the
geopolitical language in the
NDLD was of key significance

in this regard.”

One of the big challenges,
however, the document said,
was identifying issues that res-
onate with all G20. members
and that posed a unique chal-
lenge in a multi- polar world
with growing divergences.

The essav on Indian presi-
ncy noted the G20 OUICOIIES
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with G20 leaders at Rajghat in

New Delhi FILE PHOTO: PTI
Finance Track: Sherpa Track:
mStrengthening multilateral lUnlockingtra.de
development banks for for growth

21st century -

lManagmg global debt
vulnerabilities

mPolicy and regulatory
framework for crypto assets

mFinancing cities
of tomorrow

mMobilisation of resources
for climate finance

lPreparmgforthe
future of work

MRecommitting to
achieving SDGs

lStrengthehiﬁé
global health

®implementing
sustainable
energy transitions

tum to the efforts related to
reforms within the MDB
ecosystem.  Strengthening
MDRBs, the document said, can
contribute to countries of
Global South — which are the
major clientele of MDBs —
receiving more multilateral
assistance, and speeding up
and simplifying the processes
S0 that client countries can have
faster access to MDB finance.
Stressing the kev achieve-
ments, the document said
India’s G20 presidency had laid

the groundwork for formulat-
ing a globally consistent and
coordinated policy and regu-
latory framework for crypto
assets by adding new
dimensions to the discussions
and influencing standard-set-
ting bodies at a conceptual
stage. It said earlier the focus
of the G20 discussions was on
potential risks associated with
crypto assets and was
limited to addressing concerns
related to financial stability

and integrity.



MUMBAI, PTI: Benchmark

equity indices Sensex and
Nifty recovered by more than

half cent on Thursday follow-

Ing buying in index majors
HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 358.79 points or 0.5]
percenttosettleat 70,865.10
with 21 of its stocks ending in
the green and ninein the red.

T'he barometer opened
lower and fell further by
085.92 points or 0.83 per
cent to a low of 69,920.39.
But, markets found the win-
ning momentum in the af-
ternoon session and climbed
452.4 points or 0.64 per cent
1070,958.71.

I'he broader Nifty rallied
104.90 points or 0.50 per
cent to 21,255.05 as 38 of its
constituents advanced and 12
declined. During the day, it hit

ahigh of 21,288.35 and a low
0£20,976.80.

Both kevindices had hitre-
cord high levels in intra-day
trade on Wednesday before
closing sharply down by over
I percent. Sensex tanked 930

Sensex rebounds 358 pts on
buying in HDFC Bank, Re

by
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points while Nifty lostaround
303 points.

Most sectors participated
In the rebound on Thursday
with energy, metal and bank-
INg sectors emerging as top
performers, analysts said.

Buying in HDFC Bank and
Reliance Industries helped
indices to recover from day’s
lows, they said. RIL and
HDFC contributed more than
300 points to Sensex gains.

Among the Sensex firms,
Power Grid rose the most by
2.27 per cent, HDFC Bank by
1.82 per cent, Kotak Bank by
[.66 per cent, and Reliance
Industries by 1.38 per cent.
NTPC, State Bank of India,
Tata Steel and Bharti Airte]
were also among the gainers.




Govt grants LIC one-time
exemption from 25%
public shareholding rule

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

THE Centre has granted Life
Insurance Corporation of In-
dia (LIC) a one-time exemption
from the 25% minimum public
shareholding (MPS) rule.

This means that the Govern-
ment of India will continue to
hold more than 75% stake in
the insurance behemoth for the
next eight-nine years.

The current MPS rule speci-
fies that a listed entity with a
market capitalisation (m-cap)

of more than ¥1 lakh crore
should have a minimum 25%
public shareholding within five
years of listing. For firms
which have lower m-cap, they
are required to have a mini-
mum 25% public shareholding
within a year of listing. LIC,
which had launched the
biggest IPO in India’s
capital market history,
entered the bourses on
May 17, 2022. This
meant it had to meet
the 25% criteria by May

2027. However, with the
extension, it would now have to
meet the MPS rule by May
2032.

“Pursuant to Regulation 30
of the SEBI (Listing Obliga-
tions and Disclosure Require-
ments) Regulations, 2015, this
is to inform you that the De-
partment of Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Finance vide Of-
fice Memorandum dated De-
cember 20, 2023 has decided in
the public interest, to grant
one-time exemption to Life In-
surance Corporation of India

to achieve 25% minimum pub-
lic shareholding (MPS) within
10 years from the date of listing
i.e., till May 2032 under Rule
19A (6) of the Securities Con-
tract (Regulations) Rules
(SCRR) 1957,” LIC said in a reg-
ulatory filing on Thursday.
Currently, LIC has a m-
cap of ¥4.84 lakh crore
and the Government of
India, the company’s
largest stakeholder,
holds a 96.50% stake in
the company. Public
shareholding in LIC
stands at only 3.50%. |
LIC shares have seen a big re-
covery, gaining over 27% since
start of November. On Thurs-
day, the share closed at 767
apiece. The share took a beating
earlier this year when it hit its
all-time low of 530 apiece. This
was a steep fall from its issue
price of ¥949 apiece. Axis Secu-
rities in a recent note said LIC
stock has successfully breached
its ‘multiple resistance zone’ at
X 754, Indicating a positive bias
In 1ts current trajectory;
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‘E-car sales in India may

jump up to 40% in 2024’

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 21 December

—

lectric cars in India are expected to
E experience a 30-40 per cent

increase in volume sales in 2024 as
demand remains strong with more models
across the ¥8-30 lakh price spectrum set
to launch and an increase in charging
points, Shailesh Chandra, managing direc-
tor of the passenger vehicle (PV) and elec-
tric vehicle (EV) division of Tata Motors,
said on Thursday.

Chandra, after unveiling the com-
pany's first EV-exclusive showroom 1n
Gurugram, told reporters that the domes-
tic sales of electric cars in India would
reach 90,000-95,000 units in 2023, mark-
ing a growth of about 90-100 per cent.

Tata Motors holds more than 80 per
cent of the Indian electric car market.

He said that the total domestic PV
sales for the automotive industry would
he about 4.1 million units in 2023. "It
would be an annual growth of 7-8 per
cent,” he added.

He said that the 90-100 per cent vol-
ume growth in 2023 occurred because the
average price point of an electric car in
India has moved downward, especially
since the Tiago EV's deliveries began ear-
lier this year.

90-100% volume growth in 2023
occurred because the average
price point of an electric car in
India has moved downwards

£ |
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SHAILESH CHANDRA
MD, PV and EV division, Tata Motors

B ——

“Last year, the average price point of
an electric car was ¥17-18 lakh, with the
Nexon being the leading product. In
January of this year, we launched the
Tiago EV (at a starting ex-showroom price
of ¥8.69 lakh). There were a few other pro-
ducts (electric cars) that were launched by
the competition, but they did not generate
that kind of volume, but the Tiago EV did,”

he noted. He added that more electric car
models at different price points —
between 8 lakh and ¥30 lakh — have to
come into the Indian market so that
people have more options.

According to him, neither the product
and its driving experience nor its price
point is the problem right now.

“So, what is stopping people? Primarily,
these are bottlenecks around charging,”
he explained, adding that the electric car
is still not the first car for many people as
they do not have sufficient confidence
about the vehicle’s range due to a lack of
charging points.

He said to resolve this situation, from
the next year onwards, India would see
the launch of electric cars with a much
higher range. “About 85 per cent of electric

~car drives in India are less than 400

kilometre (km)away,” he noted. Therefore,
if electric cars with a real range of more
than 400 km are launched, the anxiety
regarding the charging points will come
down, and more people will buy EVs.

Tata Motors is planning to launch the
Harrier EV as well as the Curve EV in 2023.

As Tata Motors currently holds over 80
per cent of the Indian electric car market
share, it possesses valuable insights into
the optimal locations for placing charging
points, Chandra noted.






Reds too hot for Hammers

LIVERPOOL, AP

iverpool destroyed West
LHam S-1onWednesday to

setupa League Cup semi-
final against Fulham, easing
the frustration of their week-
end Premier League stalemate
against Manchester United.

Curtis Jones scored twice
and Dominik Szoboszlai. Cody
Gakpo and Mohamed Salah
were also on the scoresheet
for Jurgen Klopp's dominant
team, who were trophyless
last season.

No team has won more
League Cups than Liverpool,
who lifted the trophy for the
ninth time in the 2021/22 sea-
son.

The Reds had 34 shots
against United in Sunday’s
Premier League match with-
out finding the net, failing to
win at home for the first time
thisseason, to their frustration.

Manager Jurgen Klopp
said he was delighted with his
teamss “joyful football” as they
ONce again clicked in front of
soalagainst West Ham.

The Much-changed home

Liverpool's Curtis J

ones celebrates scoring his second
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goal against West Ham United at the Anfield stadiumon
Wednesday. ap/ P

side, with Salah and Trent Al-
€xander-Arnold on the bench
and Alisson Becker rested
completely, launched wave af-
ter wave of attacks, with West
Ham struggling to lay a glove
on their opponents.

Harvey Elliott blasted over
the bar in the 14th minute and
Szoboszlai fired wide but the
Hungary midfielder gave Liv-
erpool the lead they deserved

shortly before the half-hour
m
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Itcame after Said Benrahma
lost the ball carelessly in mid-
field, squandering a chance for
arare West Ham break.

Jarell Quansah fed Szobo-
szlai on the right of the Liver-
pool attack and he let fly with
a powerful shot from outside
the area that flew into the far
corner, giving goalkeeper Al-
phonse Areola no chance.

The game continued in the
Same pattern, with West Ham
forced to feed off scraps.
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BADMINTON NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Top guns Lakshya,
Aakarshi march on

Ayush battles past
Neer, talented Unati
downs Manishain
straight games

v

GUWAHATI, PTI

ommonwealth Games
Cgold medallist and top

seed Lakshya Sen and
top-billed Aakarshi Kashyap
reached the men’s and wom-
en's singles third round re-
spectively in the 85th Senior
National Badminton Cham-
pionships here on Thursday.

Sen warded off T Sidarth
21-8. 21-5, while Aakarshi was
made to sweat by Rituparna
Das before emerging a 21-18,
21-11 winner in 32 minutes.

Sen and Sidarth were cau-
tious in the first game as the
players fought for each point
until they reached a tie at 5-5.
He then accelerated to secure
the first game at 21-8.

The ace shuttler totally
dominated the second game
towinit 21-5and wrapped the
match in just 25 minutes.

Later, BWF 2023 World
Junior Championships bronze

medallist Ayush Shetty faced
a tough challenge from Neer
Nehwal but emerged victori-
ous 23-25, 21-18, 21-12.

He will face seventh-seeded
Alap Mishrainthe nextround.

Second-seeded Ashmita
Chaliha defeated Suzen Bur-
hagohain 21-13,21-10 tosetup
a face-off with Delhi’s Rishika
Nandi.

Unnati Hooda, the 2023

Lakshya Sen was too good for T Sidarth in the third round of the National Badminton

Championships.

Abu DhabiMasterschampion,
triumphed over Manisha Rani
Tirkey of Jharkhand 21-11, 21-
17, setting up a third-round
clash with Tanvi Sharma.

Tanvi, the silver medallist
in Badminton Asia’s U-17 and
U-15 Junior Championships
in 2023, faced a tough time
against Shreya Lele, ultimate-
lysecuringa 21-18,22-24, 21-13
victory in 56 minutes.

Defending champion and
former Junior World No. |
Anupama Upadhyaya defeat-
ed Taneesha Singh 21-5, 21-12.

In the mixed doubles, Dh-
ruv Kapilaand Tanisha Crasto
cruisedtoa 21-5, 21-14 win over
Abdul Rahman Syed and Ma-
maikya Lanka.

The duo is set to face
Chayanit Joshi and Kavya
Guptainthe nextround.



A Praa Samson show

Batter scores ton as
I_ndia post 296 for
eightagainst SAin

series decider

v

PAARL, PT|

anju Samson carved 2

well-measured maiden

ODI hundred as India
ppsted a challenging 296 for
eight against South Africa in
theseries-deciding third match
here on Thursday.

Samson (108 off 114 balls)
found a perfect sidekick in
the patient Tilak Varma. who
struck his first ODI fifty (52 off
77 balls), as they milked 116 pre-
ciousruns for the fourth-wicket
to place India in a position to
win this series.

Samson and Varma came to-
getherwhen Indiawereslightly
wobbling at 101 for three after
being asked to bat first.

But the pair showed excel-
lent situational awareness.

Their partnership was all
about pragmatism without
letting go of any opportunity
to unfurl any big shot.

Usually a free-flowing hitter,
Samson shelved his macho
intentions for a large part of
his innings, concentrating on
singles and twos as the Boland
Park pitch also had this slight
bite onit.

Butthe nght-hander intermut-
tentlybroughtouthis T20avatar
into play like when he smashed
pacer Nandre Burger forabig six
over mid-wicket orwhile execut-
ing an exquisite inside-out loft
over cover off left-arm spinner
Keshav Maharaj fora four.

His fifty came off 66 balls
with a single to third man off
pacer Beuran Hendricks.

But at the other end, Varma
generally struggled for flow as
he could find a boundary only
in hus 39th ball, a scratchy pull
off Hendricks. However, the

CRICKET THIRD ODI

.-']5 E

Sanju Samson makes a gesture of strengt

left-hander gave company to
Samson to take India out of
the woods.

Finally, Varma fellin hisven-
ture toaccelerate, amiss-umed
sweep off Maharaj ending in
the hands of Wiaan Mulder in
the deep.

But Samson carried on and
was not to be denmied a hun-
dred this tme. The landmark
moment for himcamewhenhe
pushed Maharajtolong-offfor
a single as the dressing room
went on its feet to applaud a
fine dig.

Samson was dismissed as he
tried to up the ante as a skier
off pacer Lizaad Williams was
snaffled by Reeza Hendricks
inside the rings.

However, a good cameo by
Rinku Singh (38 off 27 balls)
helped India motor on in the

i o

e S

h after scoring a century as team-mate Rinku_s-;Ingh looks on

third ODI against South Africain Paarion Thursday. reuTens

end phase of the innings. But
before India made that good
fightback, the Proteas bowlers
had them on the ropes taking
three wickets.

Debutant Rajat Patidar, who
steppedinforaninjured open-
er Ruturaj Gaikwad wasatreat
to watch during his 16-ball 22,
exhibiting wonderful eye-hand
coordination.

But Burger's lovely in-dip-
per that disturbed the stumps
snapped his stay and Hen-
dricks trapped Sai Sudharsan
in front of the wicketwith ade-
livery that was angled into him
from over the wicket.

KL Rahul helped Samson
add 52 runs for the third wick-
et but the Indian caprain’s ef-
fort to pull Mulder resulted in
a catch to stumper Heinrich
Klaasen after the ball took a

deflection off his thigh pads,
I--Ipwcver. India found two
willing soldiers in Samson and
Varmawho effected an escape.

Gillcracks ton

Shubman Gill was at his silken
best during Indian team’s in-
tra-squad training game here
at the Tuks Oval on Thursday
even though there wasn’t an
opportunity to geta glimpse of
thatenchanting sight.

Coming in at number three,
Gill helped himself to a hun-
dred on the second day of the
three-day match, playingall the
bowlerswith consummate ease,
adding a dash of confidence in
him ahead of the two-match
Testseries against South Africa
beginning on Dec. 26.

The Tuks Oval in Pretoria
hasbeen keptout of bounds for

L ——— mm— a sam

during India’s

media even asthe Indian team
went ahead with their match

simulation ahead of the Boxi ng
Day Test,

INDIA
Patidar b Burger T rremenennaae
Sudharsan Ibw b Beuran 10
5amson ¢ Reeza b Williams ... I'UB
Rahul c Klaasen b Mulder ... 21
v;. rmac Mulder b Maharaj | 52
Rinku ¢ Reeza b Burger . ‘_-.““'38
Axar ¢ Mulder b Beuran 1

Washington ¢ Markr
Arshdeep (not out) ..:E.Im —
Avesh (not out)
Extras: (B-1,18-5 NB-1 \y 151
TOTAL (for 8 wkts, in 50 rn::ru..u'eri]J 2!~'121'.~§J
:atlufwickets: 1-34,2-49 3. 101
B;}zm 5-246,6-255,7-277.8-293
5 WIing: Burger 9-0-64- 2, Wil-

MS 10-0-71-1. Beuran 9-0-63-3

fia!ulcler 7-0-36-1, Maharay 10-2-37
Markram 5-0-19-0.
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India bundle oyt
Aus for 219. reach
38/1 at stumps
MUMBAI. PTI

€amer Pooja Vastrakar

and off-spinner Sneh

Rana showed enough
craft to exploit a pitch offer-
ingvariable bounce to bundle
out Australia foramodest 219
in their first innings on the
opening day of the one-off
Testhere Thursday,

In their first essay, India
raced to 98 for 1 at stumps as
openers Smritt Mandhana
(43notout, 49 balls, 8x4) and
Shafali Verma (40, 50 balls,
8x4) added 90 runs.

ButIndia's march to ascen-
dancy began through Vastra-
Kar (4/53) who teamed up
with Snch Rana (3 36) and
DeepuSharma (2 45) tosnap
Aussies Innings in 77.4 overs
despiteaneven fifty by Tahlia
McGrath.

However, Austrahlamadea
poor start as they lost opener
Phoebe Litchfield in the ﬁ!'st
overitselfafter a mix-up with
her partner Beth Mooney at

]
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Pooja Vastrakar (eft) celebrates the

Vastrakar, Rana
pack a punch

the Wankhede Stadium. Four
deliveries later, Vastrakar
produced a jaffa to remove
Ellyse Perry (4) and reduced
Australia to 7 for 2 inside the
first two overs.

Vastrakar beat the defence
of star all-rounder Perry by
getting the ball move into
her to disturb the stumps.
But McGrath (50 off 56 balls,
8x4s) came out firing on all
cvlinders to put pressure back
on India, making most of the
errorsin line and in the field.

McGrath was severe on
anything that had width,
racing to her third fifty in
five Tests with eight fours
while also utilising two life-
linesan the form of dropped
catches when she was on 24
and 45,

While making the bulk of
runsdurning her 80-run stand
with Mooney for the second
wicket, McGrathalso set her-
self up for a big score. But an
crrorinjudgement made her
pay heavily, anditalso opened
the floodgates.

Brief scores Australia 219 all out in
77.4 overs (Beth Mooney 40. Tahlia
McCrath 50, Alyssa Healy 38, Kim
Garth 28 n.0.; Pooja Vastrakar 4-53,
Sneh Rana 3-56, Deepti Sharma
2-45) vs India: 98/1 in 19 overs

(Shafali Verma 40, Smriti Mandhana
43 batting).

E——

wicket of Ellyse Perry

during the opening day of the one-off Test in Mumbai
on Thursday. r1i




Samson hits maiden ton;
India has the last laugh

His 114-ball 108 and the 116-run stand with Tilak pulls the Men in Blue out of the woods and

helps them reach 296; Arshdeep, Washington derail South Africa’s chase with crucial strikes

INDIA IN S5A

Press Trust of India
PAARL

ndia rode on Sanju
Samson’s maiden ODI
century and Arshdeep
Singh’s four-wicket haul to
beat South Africa by 78
runs at Boland Park on
Thursday and clinch the
three-match ODI series 2-1.

Chasing 297, South Afri-
ca was off to a strong start
as Reeza Hendricks and To-
ny de Zorzi put up a 59-run
opening stand in quick
time. Arshdeep then got
Hendricks to play away
from the body and edge a
catch behind to the
wicketkeeper.

Though de Zorzi conti-
nued his rich vein of form,
Rassie van der Dussen and
Aiden Markram fell to the
spin duo of Axar Patel and
Washington Sundar res-
pectively as the hosts fell
well short.

Earlier, Samson (108,
114b, 6x4, 3x6) found an
ideal foil in the patient Ti-
lak Varma, who struck his
first ODI fifty (52, 77b, 5x4,
1x6), as they added 116 for
the fourth wicket. The two
came together when India
was wobbling at 101 for
three after being asked to
bat first. Usually a free-
flowing batter, Samson
curbed his natural in-
stincts, concentrating on
singles and twos.

Samson also brought
out his T20 avatar, smash-
ing left-arm pacer Nandre
Burger for a six over mid-
wicket and playing an ex-
quisite inside-out shot over
cover off left-arm spinner
Keshav Maharaj for a four.
His fifty came off 66 balls
with a single to third man

Basking in glory: India registered its second ODI series triumph on South Africa soil. REUTERS

off the other left-arm pacer
Beuran Hendricks.

At the other end, Tilak
struggled to find his
rhythm and finally scored a
boundary — a pull off Hen-
dricks — off the 39th deliv-
ery he faced. The left-han-
der, however, hung around
with Samson and pulled In-
dia out of the woods. Tilak
finally fell while trying to
accelerate, a mistimed
sweep off Maharaj ending
in the hands of Wiaan Mul-
der in the deep.

But Samson carried on
and was not to be denied a
hundred this time. The
landmark moment came
when he pushed Maharaj
to long-oftf for a single.
Samson was eventually dis-
missed when he skied pac-
er Lizaad Williams to Reeza
Hendricks.

However, a cameo by
Rinku Singh (38, 27b, 3x4,
2x6) helped India sustain
the momentum and go on
to win for the second time
in South Africa after the
2018 series win.

SCOREBOARD
v

INDIA

Rajat Patidar b Burger 22 {16h,
3xd, 1x6), Sai Sudharsan |lbw b
Beuran 10 (165, 1x4), Sanju
Samson ¢ Reeza b Williams 108
(114h, Bx4, 3x6), K.L. Rahul ¢
Klaasen b Mulder 21 {255, 2x4),
Tilak Varma ¢ Mulder b Maharaj
52 (F7h, 5xd, 1x6), Rinku Singh c
Reeza b Burger 38 (2Th, 3xd, 2x6),
Axar Patel € Mulder b Beuran 1
{3b), Washington Sundar ¢
Markram b Beuran 14 (9b, 2x4),
Arshdeep Singh (not out) 7 (2B,
1x6), Avesh Khan (not out) 1 (2b);
Extras (b-1, |b-5, w-15, nb-1): 22:
Total (for eight whts. in 50 overs):
296.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-34 (Patidar, 4.4 overs), 2-49
(Sudharsan, 7.3), 3-101 [Rahul,
18.5), 4-217 (Tilak, 41.2), 5-246
(Samson, 45.3), 6-255 [Axar, 46.3),
T-277 (Washington, 48.5), B-293
{Rinku, 49.3).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Burger 9-0-64-2, Williams
10-0-71-1, Beuran 9-0-63-3,
Mulder 7-0-36-1, Maharaj
10-2-37-1, Markram 5-0-19-0.

SOUTH AFRICA

Reeza Hendricks c Rahul b
Arshdeep 19 (24b, 3x4), Tony de

Zorzi lbw b Arshdeep 81 (875,
Gxd, 3x6), Rassie van der Dussen
b Axar 2 {17h), Aiden Markram ¢
Rahul b Washington 36 (41b, 2x4,
1x6), Heinrich Klaasen ¢
Sudharsan b Avesh 21 (226, 3x4),
David Miller £ Rahul b Mukesh 10
{20b), Wiaan Mulder ¢ Rahul b
Washington 1 (3b), Keshaw
Maharaj c Rinku b Arshdeep 14
{27/, Beuran Hendricks ¢
Samson b Avesh 18 (266, 2x4),
Lizaad Williams Ibw b Arshdeep 2
{3b), Nandre Burger (not out) 1
{7h); Extras (Ib-1, w-10, nb-2): 13;
Total (in 45.5 overs): 218.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-59 (Reeza, 8.2}, 2-T6 (van der
Dussen, 14.4), 3-141 (Markram,
25.5), 4-161 (de Zorzi, 29.4), 5-174
(Klaasen, 32.2), 6-177 (Mulder,
33.2), 7-192 (Miller, 37.68), 8-210
{Maharaj, 42.6), 8-216 (Williams,
44.1).

INDIA EOWLING

Mukesh 9-0-56-1, Arshdeep
§-1-30-4, Avesh 7.5-0-45-2,
Washington 10-0-38-2, Axar
10-0-48-1.
Toss: South Africa.
PoM: Samson; PoS: Arshdeep.
India won by 78 runs to clinch
series 2-1.
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Barcelona finds unlikely hero in Sergi Roberto

EURO LEAGUES

Agence France-Presse
BARCELONA

Barcelona ground out an
unconvincing 3-2 home
win against basement club
Almeria on Wednesday
thanks to a late Sergi Ro-
berto goal, moving it up to
third in La Liga.

Xavi Hernandez's side
ended 2023 with a win
thanks to Sergi Roberto’s
double and a first-half goal
from Raphinha.

Twice the 20th-placed
visitors pegged back the
Catalan giant courtesy of
goals from Leo Baptistao
and Edgar Gonzalez but it
was eventually the home
team which held out to
claim the spoils.

Later, Athletic Bilbao
went level on points with
fourth-place Atletico Ma-

cM @
K

The winner: Roberto, centre, slides in Barcelona’s third past Almeria's Maiximiano. ap

drid after beating Las Pal-
mas 1-0 and near the foot of
the table, Rafael Benitez's
Celta Vigo lost 3-2 at Villar-
real. Patrik Schick scored a
first-half hat-trick as Bayer

Leverkusen thumped Bo-
chum 4-0 at home to stay
four points clear of Bayern
Munich, which won 2-1 at
Wolfsburg on Wednesday.
Harry Kane's 21st league

goal was the difference in
Bayern's victory but Lever-
kusen continued its stellar
record to claim the three
points and keep the Ger-
man champion at bay.

With January's Africa
Cup of Nations in mind, Le-
verkusen manager Xabi
Alonso rested several first
teamers, including Nigeria
striker Victor Boniface.

The results: LaLiga: Barcelona 3
{Raphinha 33, Roberto 60, 83) bt
Almeria 2 (L. Baptistao 41,
Gonzalez T1); Athletic Club 1
(Gamez 90+4) bt Las Palmas 0;
Villarreal 3 (Pedraza 13, Mandi 40,
Parejo 48-pen) bt Celta de Vigo 2
(Douvikas 52, Larsen 57).

Bundesliga: Bayer Leverkusen 4
{Schick 30-pen, 32, 45+1,
Boniface 69) bt VL Bochum 0;
Eintracht Frankfurt 2 (Buta 9042,
Elvedi 50+8-0g) bt Borussia
M'Gladbach 1 (Woeber 27); VIL
Wolfsburg 1 (Arnold 45+1) lost to
Bayern Munich 2 (Musiala 33,
Kane 43); VfB Stuttgart 3 (Undav
18, Guirassy 45+1, Fuehrlich 63)
bt Augsburg 0; Heidenheim 3
(Dinkci 53, Kleindienst 84, Ginter
80+3-0g) bt SC Freiburg 2 (Hoeler
7, 64-pen}; Union Berlin 2
{Hollerbach 55, Fofana T8) bt

Cologne 0.
B |
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WHY INCUMBENCY TANKS GOVTS
DESPITE WELL-MEANING SCHEMES

HE results of the recent elections
to the Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Tel-
angana assemblies are quite baf-
fling as they defy the traditional
psephological calculus. If anti-
incumbency is the factor that
went against Ashok Gehlot, Bhupesh
Baghel and Chandrasekhar Rao, the same
factor faltered in the case of Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in Madhya Pradesh.

Let us examine how anti-incumbency
sentiment works. Governments try to reach
out to people by formulating programmes
aimed at the weaker sections and arguably
addressing the felt needs of society. In In-
dian electoral politics, it is common prac-
tice that ad hoc welfarism takes precedence
over hardcore sustainable development
goals. Appeasement of social groups based
on caste and regional considerations is an
electoral tactic employed by ali political dis-
pensations. Every government is acutely
aware of the possible disenchantment that
could set in by thwarted expectations and
lackadaisical implementation of pro-
grammes. Anti-incumbency sentiment is
the culmination of dissatisfaction growing
into disaffection that soon morphs into de-
Jection and loss of hope. The voting out of
the ruling parties in these three states by
convincing margins is the sure seal of de-
jection and loss of hope, euphemistically
called the anti-incumbency factor:

Is 1t not possible for a government to
sense this evolution of people’s dissatisfac-
ton with the regime? Though theoretically
possible, in practical terms there seems to
be a distorting glass that constantly con-
veys deceptive and self-serving messages to
the government. Bureaucracy is perhaps
the biggest distorter. Power has a penchant
to listen to make-believe stories and bu-
reaucracy has a knack of telling the stories
that rulers relish. As a result, every scheme
implemented will be reported as hugely
successful, having great outcome and im-
pact. The objectivity and credibility of
these assessments are seldom questioned or
cross-checked either by independent evalu-
ation or through political machinery. The
political feedback loop is often as biased
and compliant as the official feedback.
Apart from the fanfare that marks the
launch of new programmes, there is hardly

any close monitoring or compulsive com-
mitment to their indented outcome. Self-

criticism is absent and fair criticism is-

nipped. As governments affirm their disin-

terest to discover executive lacunae, objec-
tive feedback gets stunted. :

This style of programme implementation
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traps ruling dispensations in an alley of de-
lusion. They continue to introduce new
schemes which also meet with the same fate
of administrative sclerosis. This is evident
from the observed fact that governments do
not disturb the existing administrative cul-
ture in their states. Sharp-focusing of pro-
gramme implementation, commitment to
social justice, leveraging appropriate tech-
nology to make service delivery transparent
and faster, and eliminating corruption
should ideally be the hallmarks of an ad-
ministration that believes in outcomes.
Grandiloquent claims of ‘achievements’

. Bureaucrats have aknack of telling
. stories that rulers relish. It creates a

false feedback loop about government

% schemes. Fair implementation ensuring
. accountability, outcome and impact can

:  overcomevoters'disenchantment
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would ring hollow as long as the experience
of the ordinary citizen is still compromised
by the feudal mindset in offices, rampant
corruption and nepotism and preferential
treatment at the grassroots level.
E-governance experiments have had little
impact in resetting attitudes and beliefs in
administration. Nor is there any evidence
of a parallel social revolution or political
movement in any of these states that would
demand accountability and protect citizens’
rights and entitlements. Such a climate
would have made imperative a rights-based
administration displacing the ‘bread-
crumbs-throwing’ style. When political au-
thority is seen to be complacent with the
administrative status quo, society gives up
hope of any radical change in government.
Anti-incumbency is not just an election-
eve sentiment, With wide margins In elec-

Former Kerala chief secretary and ex-V(, |
Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam University

tion results, it should be inferred that the
electorate has made up its mind much ear-
lier. No amount of hype can out-manoeuvre
the deep-set dejection of people. Those in
power often fail to see these omens blinded
as they are by a set of limitations and hab-
1ts, such as blind trust in bureaucracy’s will
to objectively and proactively implement
programmes; complacency with the exist-
Ing practices; non-insistence on accounta-
bility; misreading social mood and inter-
preting volatility as the need for new
schemes; oversight of society’s preference
for a strong government; refusal to appreci-
ate society’s perception of overtly appeas-
ing governments as weak.

These keys perhaps could decode the
enigma of BJP’s comeback in Madhya
Pradesh and the algorithm of its triumph
in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. The anti-
incumbency sentiments and fatigue Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s administration had ac-
quired over the past 15 years had been set
off by the same party’s government at the
Centre. What the state government lacked
was compensated by the Centre in the
voter’s perception.

This booster was, however, not available
to the Congress regimes. The administra-
tion of central government schemes is
more tech-savvy and responsive than state
schemes. With the image of the central gov-
ernment being constantly and consciously
projected as powerful, resourceful and
growing in international stature, the Mad-
hya Pradesh government could win the cop-
fidence of the electorate more by riding pil-
lion, That Chouhan has not been made C\
again is indeed a clear validation by the
BJP that he is not the architect of its
victory in MP.

The moral of the story is evidently not
that this back-up of the central government
alone accounts for electoral victory, but that
the surest winning formula is the fair im.
plementation of schemes that ensures ac-
countability, outcome and impact, The elec-
torate values boldness and political wil] of
a government that deconstructs self-defeat-
ing and process-bound bureaucratic ways
and catalyses a true citizen-centric and out.
come-focused implementation that fills the
void between the ruler and the ruled.

(kjayakumar123@gmail.com )
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S the year 2023 draws to a
close, a tumultuous period for
Indian foreign policies needs
to be weighed with some plain-
speaking. The paradox is that
Indian foreign policy is in a
crisis mode today although
the country faces no threat of external
aggression and a ‘new normal’
exists vis-a-vis its neighbours,
including China, .

The remarks made by Lt Governor of
Ladakh, Brigadier (Retd) BD Mishra, in
a recent interview regarding the India-
China border standoff were absolutely
stunning. Mishra tore into the narrative
about ‘Chinese incursions’' into Indian
territory and asserted that “there is not a
single step or boot of the Chinese which
is on our side of that land”.

Mishra said, “The perception is that
they are in our area, the Chinese say that
we are in their area. We say that LAC
runs along a particular place—so there is
a bit of clash of perceptions, but despite
that, no Chinese boot is on this side of
that area... The deployment is along the
noman's land. That has to be maintained.
And our boundary as per our perception
rruns in that no man's land. When people
say that they (sheepherders) are not per-
mitted to go anywherve, 1t is not that Chi-
nese have come. It is because there isano
man’s land.”

It appears that, quintessentially, the
India-China standoff is still about Mis-
sion Creep in no man's land in the name
of road construction or sheep grazing for
more than half a century. For someone of
Mishra's stature, who was posted in that
sensitive border region while serving in
the army, the remarks were imbued with
candour; that is very rare for an en-
trenched establishment figure. Yet, the
fact that he hasn't been reprimanded for
the brutally frank remarks makes the epi-
sode more meaningful in political and
diplomatic terms.

Indeed. i degree of stability and pre-
dictability has come to prevail in the dis-
puted Ladakh region. But what we see is
also that through this period since May
2020, India’s relations with China have
morphed into geopolitical rivalry. That is
an absurd phenomenon. to say the least,
given the massive difference in the com-
prehensive national power of the
WO Countles,

Well informed western opinion is that,
ust China as the global eco-
1, India requires to grow at
= roent annually for a sustain.

irl arder o
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India has moved closer to the US to counter China.
But with increasing uncertainty in the West's geopolitical
calculus, the Indo-Pacific strategy has lost its fizz

FOREIGN POLICY ON
PRECARIOUS PERCH
DESPITE CLAIMS
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able period of two or three generations.
For growing at this speed, the country
needs massive investment in areas
such as mining, utilities, storage
and transport.

The smart thing would have been to at-
tract Chinese investments but we have
instead got mired in a geopolitical rivalry,
punching far above our weight and with
no commensurate returns either

The sad part is that this deliberate tran-
sition to rivalry is concurrently used by
interest groups to give convoluted ration-
ale to hitching the Indian wagon to the
US's Indo-Pacific strategy. This in turn 1s
steadily eroding the country’s strategic
autonomy and alienating the Global

SOUMYADIE SINHA

South that is not in the least interested in
taking sides in an esoteric India-China
binary in international politics. The po-
litical gaffe over the current West Asian
conflict situation is a telling example of
India, the self-proclaimed leader of the

Global South, finding itself as a straggler
when the crunch time came and realising

its isolation, ultimately beating retreat
from its ill-advised sul.ldanty‘m’gh Israel
This is what happens to unprincipled for-
el licies.

lgI‘]11:111azmiuunr]:vla3.* of three factors brought
about this dismal situation. First, our for-
eign policy elite gleefully lapped up the
western narrative caricaturing Russia's
tactical manoeuvrings in the war of attri-

B

tion in Ukraine through last year as milj.
tary defeat. We were not only unprepared
for Russia's spectacular turnaround by
mid-2023 but also the growing likelihood
of the US and NATO suffering a humiliat-
ing defeat. Russia’s foreign intelligence
chief explicitly warned the US that con
tinued Western support for Ukraine
would only turn the conflict into a “sec
ond Vietnam" haunting Washington for
years to come.
It is in such dramatic backdrop that the
brewing Israel-Palestine conflict erupted
with a demonic fury, which badly exposes
the US' loss of influence in the West Asian
region—the US-led coalition in the Red
Sea cannot attract a single major partici-
pant from the non-western world—as well
as becomes a debilitating template for
President Biden himself in the US politics
in a tight election year. In combination,
the looming defeat in Eurasia—with del-
eterious consequences for the transatlan-
tic system—and the quagmire in West
Asia—for, there is no way Israel will ac-
cept a two-state solution—means that the
fizz has gone out of the Indo-Pacific strat
egy. Evidently, Biden is in no hurry to hold
a QUAD Summit anytime soon—our
government’s tearing hurry notwith-
standing. I speaks volumes about the
shift in the US’ strategic priorities
toward China.

India’s geopolitical rivalry with China
now becomes nonsensical. The US has
come to realise that a prolonged confron-
tation with Russia in Eurasia has made
the idea of a simultaneous US Cold War
or a military showdown with China a far-

pencuium swung from ‘decoupling’

to ‘de-risking’ and stood at ‘ChjnaEI' at
the San Francisco summit. Meanwhile,
the US and China are also moving toward
dialogue as an Al superpower, sharing
global responsibility to set the direction
of technological advancement and col-
laboration FlghtS_—India’s dream wicket.
Meanwhile, India ends up like a beached

ada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau al-
ready sees “a beginning of an understand-
Ing that they (India) can't blyster their
way” through Nijjar’s killing after Wash
Ington warned Delhi about its involve
ment in a thwarted plot to kill Pannun
Don’t be surprised if Trudeauspech hark-
back to the ‘White man’s buyrder
(Views are persoru
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Whither parliamentary
democracy?

Is parliament still
parliament when
over two-thirds of the
Opposition members
stand suspended?
What is the legitimacy
oflaws passed in such
circumstances?

GURUCHARAN GOLLERKERI

he recent developments in par-
liament - the security breach, the

varying interpretations on what
happened and why; and in its wake,
the seemingly intractable adversari-
al engagement between the treasury
benches and the Opposition - should
be seen as a flash point that needs
careful consideration. The ruling par-
ty and the Opposition have, as much by
their method as by the content of their
parliamentary discourse, pushed the
polarities of constitutional democracy
furtherapart. As concerned citizens, it
is necessary to look at the ultimate core
of the institution of the modern parlia-
ment and the intellectual foundations
of parliamentarianism itself.
Several important questions arise:
Is the parhament functioning as par-
liament when over two-thirds of the
elected Opposition members stand sus-
pended? And that too merely because
they demanded a statement from the
government on the floor of the House?
Canimportant bills -- such as the crim-
inal law Samhitas (to replace the TPC,
CrPC.andthe Evidence Act) that affect
allcitizens, and the CEC Bill thataffects
theindependence of the Election Com-
mission, and strikes at the heart of our
electoral democracy - be passed with
nodiscussionatall, indeed with no Op-
position members in the House? What
18 the legitimacy of these laws in our
pnrlinmcntm}'denmcracy?

There can be no technical or prag-
matic justification for the dishearten-
ing course of events, either from the rul-
ing party or the Opposition. They must
be heldaccountable for having reduced
parliament to this sorrystare of affairs.
Thisbegsthe question: Are our elected
representatives, specifically the Mem-
bers of Parliament, socially accounta-
ble at all? Are they accountable to the
clectorate, to their constituents, to the
citizens, to the Constitution? Do they
really represent the public interest?

Theblame game berween the ruling
Pty and the Opposition, and worse
stll the unruly conduct of parliamen-
tarnans nside and putside the House.
have together diminished parliamens
IryY Practire. 1 1-, b HU.‘:_"'.‘;HTI:'LI [I'”‘.‘

faith of the citizens in representative
democracy by calling into question its
central institution - parliament. Citi-
zens are astonished that parliament is
not allowed to function, parliamentary
debate is disrupted, parliamentarians
routinely rush tothe well of the House,
the government rushes through laws
with little or no discussion, that par-
liamentarians on all sides behave in
a manner completely unbecoming of
people’s representatives!
Representative parliamentary de-
mocracy will only work when we'yake
the idea of representative government
and civic participation, together. There
is no other path - going beyond the
mere casting of votes - to fostering a

sharedidentity ofthose who governand
thosewhoare governed. Itisafallacyto
assume thatdemocratic conditions au-
tomatically maintain themselves. De-
mocracy does often fall on hard times.
And it is clear that our parliamentary
practice is in decline. Itis the responsi-
bility of the ruling party and the presid-
ing officers to ensure that parliament
functions, and functions effectively, in
the true spirit of discussion, disagree-
ment, and diligence. Parliamentary
discourse, and a healthy difference of
opinions while respecting each other’s
Views, works best to stop political pow-
erbeing exercised arbitrarily, byeither
side of the House.

When the State is engaged in mak-
ing laws, allocating scarce resources,
enforcing contracts, assigning rights
to public goods or common property
resources, or engaging indevelopment
praxis, it still acts through individuals
- the elected representatives. They
are expected to represent shared pub-
licinterest. When have we last felt that
our MPs really represent our interests
and are not self-serving? The absence
of mobilisation of citizens and the low
degree of organisation of the public
represent conditions under which the
political accountability process is una-
ble to exert pressure to ensure that our
parliamentariansactin public interest.

Political accountability is important
because in a modern democracy, the
fundamental political relationship that
affects social, economic, and cultural
development is that between the citi-
zen and the State. Itsrelevanceresides
in a universal and abiding process, by
which who constitutes ‘the people’ is
the direct outcome of individual citi-
zens fighting to give direction to their
lives, and communities mobilising to
gain voice, rather than something de-
termined by the State. Theidea of social
accountability should aspire, inits prac-
tice, to pervade all of society. For, after
all, societyisresponsible for generating
the values by which it will live — values
thatare opento debate and refinement,
and in response to socially and polit-
ically demanding problems. And our
elected representatives and MPs have
animportant role to play.

The key challenge facing the political
class is conflict resolution. Politicians
~from the ruling party and the Opposi-
tion - know from experience, but need
to acknowledge, that in the real world,
there is no single homogenous group
whose views can prevail. Instead, there
are diverse and often competing, even
conflicting, views in political discourse.,
Plurality of views is the very essence of
parliamentary democracy. The ability
and willingness of the ruling party and
the Oppositiontoengageinadialogue,
however difficult, serves to demon-
strate a modicum of accountability to
partner in public governance, and ab-
juring power politics will help.

Both sides must acknowledge that
parliamentary discourse is purely
ideological, dealing only with political
practice; and that liberal democracy
is the only doctrine that the Constitu-
tion gives us. The public would want
the political class across parties to
agree on some basic principles: first,
that there is no better alternative - but
there are many worse ones - to parlia-
mentary democracy, and that means
they mustatleastlearn tolisten toeach
other; and second, that they will con-
duct themselves in a manner befitting
people’s representatives, rather than
thedisgraceful behaviour ondisplayat
present. The Members of Parliament

must not forget that the independent
Indian republicwas theresult ofa long
struggle, and the Constitution a histor-
ically self-legitimising revolution. The
members of the Constituent Assembly
established high standards of parlia-
mentary practice. The political class
must resolve the impasse and restore
the ethical standards of parliamentary
Practice. Else, our slide down the slip-
peryslope that we are currently on will
beirreversible.

(The writer is Director, School of

Soctal Sciences, Ramaiah University of
Applied Sciences)




Where are our children?

Asteep decline in fertility, badly regulated adoption, and
otherimpediments are likely to lead to severe social

and economic problems

e e, N M L o o

or decades, we have been told that India has
an overpopulation problem. However, things
have changed a lot in recent times. In China
and in Europe, we have seen the adverse conse-
quences of low fertility and a rapid decline in the fer-
tility rate. Though India has not conducted a census
since 2011, there is some evidence that suggests a
rather rapid decline in fertility. The problems are com-
pounded by the unbalanced sex ratio, as only one
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anisms for adoption. Many lonely children and lonely
parents can be paired off to form beautiful families.
Care, of course, needs to be exercised on trying to avoid
children being handed into abusive family settings.
Each and every success of pairing off an “orphaned.
abandoned or surrendered” (OAS) child into a family
should be viewed as a moral victory. The numbers of
OAS children in India are mind-boggling, possibly as
high as 4 per cent of all children, potentially running
into millions. The problem is, the present Indian reg-
ulatory structures make many mistakes and interfere
in the process of adoption.
The Central Adoption and
Resource Agency (CARA) of the Union
Ministry of Women and Child

w? Development informed the Supreme

: Court (SC) that the total adoptions in

: a year have never exceeded 5,000.

Further, according to CARA, as of
October 2023, only 2,146 children were

available for adoption, as against a lit-

tle over 30,000 prospective adoptive
parents. Even by the low standards of
Indian state agencies, this is an unbe-
lievably poor performance.

gender bears children. It is not widely recognised that

the total fertility rate (TFR) in Tamil Nadu is now

lower than that in Germany.
We have spent so many decades

pondering the problem of overpop-

ulation that we are not yet used to

flipping this around. The problem f

in India in coming years will be one

of too few children, and this has

severe implications. We have to go x

to the foundations of how humans -

make decisions to have children N

and the family structures around |

which this can be done well. For

each child that has to grow up suc-

cessfully in this world, we have to

think of the family structure under K P KRISHNAN

which this child will flourish, and

the constraints that limit more per-

sons from forming child-rearing families.
These are fundamentally personal questions and

each individual has to choose what is desirable for

her. From a public policy point of view, there is a

whole system of state coercion surrounding the

establishment of families that needs to be recon-

sidered. As an example, a well-known element that

intrudes in India is the government ban on surro-

cacy, reducing the extent to which some adults are

able to construct families of their design.
In a related vein, we should think about the mech-

Adoption is a legally regulated
activity with a designated public
authority charged with the respon-

sibility of ensuring that the process is not abused.
There are two critical decision points in this process.
The first involves determining whether the child
belongs to the OAS category (and hence is part of
the pool of adoption). The second is regarding the
suitability of the family from the perspective of the
child’s wellbeing.

In the Kelkar & Shah four-test framework of eval-
uating the complexity of a problem in public policy.
this is a difficult problem. With over a million-plus
children in the fray, this involves a large number of

transactions. There is enormous dscrenon D X
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a difficult problem, given that three o of tie Lo
tests of complexity are satisfiec.

The 2021 amendments to the law have gone 2.
some distance in streamlining the adminsiratres
and regulatory process. [n its orders 13860 .2
month in the Temple of Healing versus thz Lrine,
India, a three-judge bench of the Supreme
led by the Chief Justice of India CJI rnzs A
expeditious identification of children fz2lling in 0%
OAS category; revamping of adminisirafive infras-
tructure in the states; accountability in the dmelines
laid down for completing adoption: and compilaton
of adequare data so as to channelise children whc
are placed in foster care into the adoption Process.

The implementation of such orders — cleariy 2
step in the right direction — is always a challenge
in the environment of the Indian administrarive
state. A significant issue thar will need 1o be comr
fronted is the problem of the Juvenile Justice ACt In
defining “orphans”. The present definition is open
to interpretation and has led to many decisions tha:
are not in the best interests of the child. In addition.
the data should include adoptions made under reli-
gious personal laws. In the long term. in line with
the subsidiarity principle, adoption approvals shoulc
be a state and city subject, not 2 Union subject

Technology and civil society organisations
(CSOs) can help improve the situation. A CSO active
in Telangana, Maharashira and Karnataka has
designed and developed a technology solution, the
Child Lifecvcle Management Solution. This is
specifically designed to ensure that children are
tracked from an early stage, with consistent and
continuous monitoring.

The state, however, is central to the process of
adoption. Given the dangers inherent in over bureau-
cratising a sensitive human matter and recognising
the limitations of the Indian state, thereisa need to
explore mechanisms through which the problems
of high number of transactions involving difficult
exercise of discretion can be shared with well-
respected CSOs. Each of us can visualise at leaston¢
good CSO that can be trusted to do such things and
10 that should not. We need reliable and transparent
mechanisms to decide which CSOs to trust.

Less emotionally and more rationally, while one
important solution is adoption, other solutions are
removal of government constraints on SUIrTrogacy
and in vitro fertilisation (IVF). Finally, the removal
of state limitations on concepts of marriage and on
single persons raising children is the way forward.
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The colonial rulers
would have approved

he three bills passed by the Lok Sabha on Wednesday

~the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. the Bharatiya Nagarik

Suraksha Sanhitaand the Bharatiya Sakshya Sanhita
-toreplace the existing criminal law codes were presented
bythe government asmarking the end of the colonial mind-
setwithits focus on punishment rather than on justice and
establishing a justice system based on Indian thinking. The
governmentalso claimed they were finalised after compre-
hensive consultations. Both claims do not stand scrutiny.
The bills provide for speedier and time-bound resolution
of cases. They also have provisions for simpler procedures.
Butthey give more powerstothe governmentand the police
anddiminish citizens'rights. The parliamentary committee
whichreviewed them did a hurried joband the views of Op-
positionmemberswere not listened to. Evensome concerns
of the committee have not been accommodated. Finally, the
almost uncooked bills were passedina crippled parliament
with little presence of the Opposition.

Though the new bills are claimed to be citizen-centric,
in effect they are more State-centric than the laws they
proposetoreplace. So the decolonisation argumentis false.
Definitions of many offences have —
been broadened. The provisions
onorganised crime, false informa-
tionjeopardising sovereignty, acts
endangering sovereignty, terrorist
acts, etc., have a wide swath. With

increased powers for the police, Biili'y- powers
they can endanger citizens' rights
and freedoms. The new laws allow

than did the
police custody for periods longer Exi [ 5 E2F

than under the current CrPC.
“Terroristacts” haveawide sweep
and give the police much more
powers than do even existing dra-
conian laws like the UAPA. The police also have the powerto
decide on FIRs and to use handcuffs after arrest for a large
range of crimes, including economic offences, though the
Supreme Court has ruled against their use in most cases.
The Supreme Court has puton hold all sedition casesand
the government has claimed that the provision for it has
been removed. But it has been brought in in another guise
with a name change from rajdroh to deshdroh. Mob lynch-
Ing is a separate offence that can attract the death penalty.
Thedeath penalty, whichisincreasinglybeing scrapped the
world over, can be awarded in the case of more offences un-
derthe new laws. The non-inclusion of the Supreme Court’s
guidelines onarrests, the prohibition on third parties filing
mercy petitions on behalf of death-row prisoners, and a gen-
eral tightening of bail provisions are all signs of the criminal
justice system being oriented toward retribution. The bills

would make the country’s justice system harsher than it
alreadyis. That something as fundamental as the country’s
criminal law codes, which will affect every resident of the
country, were hustled through parliament without wide
consultations and without debate, indeed without the
Opposition being even present, gives a lie to the claim that
the government intended to rid the country of the colonial

mindset and colonial laws. The colonial rulers did as they
pleased, the presentrulers have followed in their footsteps.

laws




Questionable searches under the Money Laundering Act

he enforcernent of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002 (passed
in the background of India’s
commitment to the international
community to fight the drug menace and
terrorism) has caused much consternation
especially after its unusual interpretation by the
Supreme Court of India in Vijay Madanlal
Choudhary and Ors vs Union of India and Crs.
(2022). The Supreme Court of India limited its
application to “on the wrongful and illegal gain of
property as a result of criminal activity relating to
a scheduled offence™. It also held that “the
property must qualify the definition of “proceeds
of crime” under Section 2{1}u) of the 2002 Act".
It went on to hold that “the authority of the
Authorised Officer... to prosecute any person for
offence of money-laundering gets triggered only if
there exists proceeds of crime within the
meaning of Section 2(1u) of the 2002 Act and
further it is involved in any process or activity™.

The Court emphatically held that "Not even in
a case of existence of undisclosed income and
irrespective of its volume, the definition of
‘proceeds of crime’ under Section 2(1)(u) will get
attracted, unless the property has been derived
or obtained as a result of criminal activity relating
to a scheduled offence”.

The law thus declared by the Court, which
binds one and all under Article 141, is clear — "If
the affence so reported s a scheduled offence,
only in that eventuality, the property recovered
by the Authorised Officer would partake the
colour of proceeds of crime under Section 2(1){u)
of the 2002 Act, enabling him to take further
action under the Act...”. In clarity, the Court
declared, “Absent existence of proceeds of crime,
as aforesaid, the authorities under the 2002 Act
cannot step in or initiate any prosecution”,

The media has reported many cases of
Enforcement Directorate (ED) searches, seizures
and arrests — which are outside the ED's powers,
as held by the Court. Naturally, the conduct of the
ED in this regard has resulted in severe criticism
from the Supreme Court, as seen in Pankaj
Bansal vs Union of India, recently,

The Court, while setting aside the arrest orders
along with orders of remand passed by the
Sessions Judge Panchkula, and affirmed by the
High Court of Punjab and Haryana, made
damning observations: “'This chronology of
events reflects rather poorly, if not negatively, on
the EDV's style of functioning. The ED, mantled
with far-reaching powers under the stringent Act
of 2002, must be seen to be acting with utmost
probity, dispassion and fairness. In the case on
hand, the ED failed to exercise its powers. The
Court added, “Surprisingly, no consistent and
uniform practice seems to be followed... as
written copies of the grounds of arrest are
furnished to arrested persons in certain parts of
the country but in other areas,... the grounds of
arrest are either read out to them or allowed to be
read by them.” In November 2023, Justices Abhay

is a Senior Advocate
In the Supreme Court
of India

The abuse of
authority by
the central
investigating
agencies and
the abuse of
the process of
court raise
disturbing
questions

S, Oka and Panlkaj Mithal, in Pavana Dibbur vs The
Directorate of Enforcement, 2023 INSC 1029,
addressed key aspects of the PMLA: “On a plain
reading of Section 3, unless proceeds of crime
exist, there cannot be any money laundering
offence,” and *To constitute any property as
proceeds of crime, it must be derived or obtained
directly or indirectly by any person as a result of
criminal activity relating to a scheduled offence”
Because, the existence of “proceeds of crime” is
"sine qua non” for the offence under Section 3 of
the PMLA.

Damaging to federalism
Yet, what is happening in some States that are

governed by the Oppaosition is damaging to
federalism. The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 is not
covered by the Schedule of the PMLA Act and
offences in relation thereto are not "Scheduled
Offences”, Yet, the ED in these States is
conducting inquiries with respect to the alleged
illegal mining of sand, a minor mineral under the
control of States and not the Union. The Mines
Act has extensive provision to curb evasion and
enables penalty and prosecution for any illegal
extraction of minerals . But, that power is with
the State government.

In Jharkhand, the ED purportedly registered
an enforcement case investigation report (No.
07/2023) on January 30, 2023 against an MLA of
the ruling party and his associates based on
certain first information reports (FIE) filed by
some persons. While these complaints were
under investigation, a writ petition was filed in
the High Court by one Bijay Hansda (who was
apparently in jail, and who later, on oath, told the
High Court that he had not authorised anyone to
file that petition) to refer these police cases to the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Curiously,
the ED was also made a party in this writ petition.
The petition stated that the ED had started
investigation * pertaining to llegal mining and on
the laundering of the tainted monies generated
from it” and that the petitioner was issued a
summons, where he appeared and offered
assistance on the modus operandi of the alleged
offenders, based on which the ED had apparently
prepared a prosecution report, The ED affidavit
said, "The suspects of the ECIR 07/2023 ... are
habitual offenders who are a party in the
activities connected with the proceeds of erime”.
The ED claimed that *... illegal mining is being
done in a mmpant manner and the proceeds ..,
dealt in cash.” The ED, at that stage, was neither
investigating a scheduled offence nor did it have
any property of crime.

Clearly, the process of the court was abused.
The alleged petitioner, once out of jail, sought
withdrawal of the petition. The High Court
refused permission on August 8, 2023, and the
next day delivered the judgment transferring the
police cases to the CBL It immediately registered
the preliminary inquiry, and subsequently FIR,

while a special leave petition (SLF) was filed by
the alleged offenders before the Supreme Court
stating that they had not been heard by the High
Court before passing the j t, besides
contending that neither the CBI nor the ED had
any jurisdiction in the matter.

Even more shocking is the order of the Bench
on September 18, 2023: “Permission to file
Special Leave Petition is granted. Issue Notice.”

In subsequent judicial developments, between
September and November 2023, there were
violations of procedure, such as the notice issuing
Bench being changed contrary to the Supreme
Court Rules, 2013 and the Handbook on Practice
and Procedure and Office Procedure, Further, the
later Bench was not persuaded by the arguments
put forth by the senior advocate for the alleged
offender to grant interim relief in a very
deserving case where, besides questions of
jurisdiction, there were pointers to the violation
of natural justice.

A selective targeting

So now, the CBI and the ED have absolute
freedom to do what is not authorised under the
Judgments of the Supreme Court. Interestingly,
the ED in its affidavit before the High Court said
that the “the Accused Pankaj Mishra is the MLA
representative of fharkhand Chief Minister and is
a very influential person.” So, the design is clear.
Cleirly, the process of the law is being abused in
an innovative and lethal manner to target the
political party ruling Jharkhand. Efforts are on by
the ED to implicate other governments in some
States including Tamil Nadu. The ED is singularly
inactive in States run by the Bharatiya Janata
Party, where the incidents of illegal mining are far
more serfous, In Maharashtra, Haryana, Uttiar
Pradesh, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, the cases
of illegal mining are 6,743, 324, 23,787, 8,713, and
9,361, respectively.

This raises extremely disturbing questions not
only about the abuse of authority by central
investigating agencies but also the abuse of the
process of court being permitted all along.

If mines and minerals are not part of
*scheduled offences” and in a case where
“proceeds of crime™ are non-existent, it is
shocking that courts should allow such
investigations to be carried out by the CBl and the
ED. It is even more sad that the courts do not ask
these agencies about such actions in other States
bt are ever so willing to condemn the
administration in Opposition-governed States.

Federalism is a part of the basic structure of
the Constitution of India, but its foundation is
being slowly chipped away through such
processes,

Everybody, including constitutional
institutions, appears to have forgotten what the
Constitution stands for. Let us hope and pray that
these machinations are curbed forthwith to save
the further down slide of our cherished
democracy.

Subaltern Hindutva and the crucial social justice test

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, statistical

analysis by the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies shows that a significant
section among the Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (ST5) and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) backed the Bharativa Janata Party
(BIF), thus making the party a formidable force in
democratic battles. It is an important
development as just a decade ago, the BJP was
often cornered by the Opposition as being the
party of the social elites. With the arrival of
MNarendra Modi as the Prime Minister of India,
there has been an elevation of the party as one
for the socially marginalised Hindu masses — a
phenomenon now understood under the
*Subaltern Hindutva' rubric.

In north India’s Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Chhattisgarh, the BJP
is now a dominant political force. These are also
the States where the population of OBCs, 5Cs and
the §Ts is above the national average. In the last
two decades, the BJP has successfully mobilised
these groups through innovative political
strategies and by curating influential cultural
events. However, the actual benefits of economic
developments and political change have been
overtly controlled by the conventional social
elites, a development that often relegates the
Dalit-Bahujan masses as passive peripheral
spectators in the rapid elevation of the right-wing.
With the general election to be held next year, the
party should address the issues of social
discrimination and economic injustice more
sensitively.

l n the recent Assembly elections in Rajasthan,

Outlining the party’s strategy

There are three fronts to the BJP"s mobilisation
strategies towards the Dalit-Bahujan masses.
First, marginalised social groups will benefit from
general welfare measures {(freebies, loan waivers,
women-centric policy benefits) and the
government will provide basic amenities to the
poor (free food grains) without identifying them
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The BIlFs
‘subaltern
Hindutva® plan.
while strategic
in ensuring the
party its key
electoral
victories, has no
mandate o
meet the
aspirations of
the worst-off
social groups

on the basis of caste. Second, the BJP has alleged
that dominant OBC castes (Yadavs in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar) have exploited social justice
policies, and, therefore, a special reservation
quota should be mooted for the Extremely
Backward Classes (EBCs). Third, the BJP engages
the lower strata through curating emotive
narratives about their history, icons and caste
pride, using various religious events and cultural
fronts influenced by the BIP. On the fip side, the
actual issues of substantive land distributions for
the landless communities, representation of the
Dalit-Bahujan groups in the high echelons of
power and their participation in the neo-liberal
economic growth as major shareholders do not
form the mainstream discussions within the BjP's
‘Subaltern Hindutva' strategies.

The Bihar caste report

Bihar's Caste Survey report, that was released
recently, shows that the worst-off social groups,
especially EBCs, still face precarious economic
conditions, social insecurities and are distanced
from the basic human entitlements. It is apparent
that EBCs and Dalits in other States face similar
conditions. However, the BIP is yvet to engage with
these issues and has not offered much resolutions
to contest the prevalent issues of poverty, social
backwardness and landlessness. The *Subaltern
Hindutva', while appearing to be mainly strategic
in ensuring the B]P's electoral victories, offers no
mandate to satisfy the aspirations of the worst-off
social groups.

With Vishnu Deo Sai and Mohan Yadav as the
Chief Ministers of Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh, respectively, the BJP has demonstrated
its willingness to promote new leadership from
the subaltern groups, initiating a process of
democratisation of the top political positions.
Such initiatives should also be supplemented by
effective policies for the empowerment and
participation of the marginalised social groups in
the economic development and social change.

The BJP must pass the social justice test as

sections among the historically disadvantaged
have moved to the BJP with deep expectations for
their economic welfare and elevated political
participation. In Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, while the combined population of
Dalits and Adivasis is close to 40%, their share in
political power {cabinet ministership and other
important portfolios) is negligible. Similarly, EBCs
are another neglected group when it comes to the
distribution of important political assets. The
social elites, though small in number, remain the
torchbearers of Hindotva's developmental
agenda.

Second, the BIF should also ensure that a new
impressive class among Dalits and Adivasis
should emerge as the new leaders, business
entrepreneurs and influencers in the economic
sphere. Such a directive will radicalise the
conventional social justice policies that often
address Dalit-Adivasi groups as the passive
recipients of the state’s welfare packages. Instead,
Dalits and Adivasis should be identified as the
essential components of neo-liberal economic
development and have an equitable share in the
profits of urbanisation, industrial production and
technological development. More palicy
directives and affirmative action policies are
required so that the Dalit-Adivasi class emerges as
the crucial influencers in the global economy.

The possibility of a democratisation

One can expect that the new arrival of the
subaltern social groups into the right-wing
platform to curtail the BJP's aggressive commumnal
rhetoric and force the state to deal with the
concerns of social justice. The development has
the possibility to make the right-wing platform
conducive to the values of social reforms, to
understand the ecological perspectives of
Adivasis, and to democratise the higher strata of
power. Such assurances and their effective
implementation will make the BIP a substantive
democratic party, responsible for the welfare and
empowerment of India's subaltern masses.
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